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Arab-African meeting postponed 

ABU DHABI, Jan. 8 (R)--A conference of Arab and African 
foreign ministers scheduled for next Monday in the Libyan 
Jamahiriyah has been postponed until the end of March, the 
United Arab Emirates News Agency said today. The Arab Lea- 
gue had told the UAE the postponement was due to African 
opposition to their attempts to exclude Egypt from a preparatory 
ministerial committee, the agency slid. The committee of 24 
African and Arab foreign ministers was to have me! on Thursday, 
but it too has been called off. The move to exclude Egypt is in line 
with sanct ions adopted at an Arab summit conference in Baghdad 
last April to punish Egypt for its signing of a peace treaty with 
Israel. In Kuwait, a foreign ministry spokesman told reporters 
that Kuwait. Syria and the UAE had boycotted the ministerial 
committee meeting in conformity with the Baghdad summit deci- 
sions. He ^ id African insistence on Egyptian participation havl 
led to the conference's postponement."’ 



An independent Arab political daily publ^^^r the JSSfan Press Foundation 


“^1 Jr oiAndl 




Afghan king: no intention to intervene 

ROME, Jan. 8 (R) -- The exiled king of Afghanistan, now living 
quietly in Rome, is sick and has no intention of intervening 
directly in events in his country'. a senior member of his household 
said today. Gen. Abdul Wali said King Zahir Shah, deposed in 
1973, had sent a message to the Afghan rebel groups who met in 
Peshawar. Pakistan, last week to decide strategy against Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan. “His Majesty wishes all the different 
groups to concert lheir struggle and obtain a unity of purpose," 
the general said. “But he will not be issuing any more statements 
until the situation has clarified." The 65-year-old former king is 
suffering front bronchial trouble and a recurring eye infection that 
requires a major operation, he said. Gen. Wali 55 and the former 
commander of the Afghan army, declined to comment on •''pecu- 
lation that he, rather than the ailing former king, might return to 
the region to lead the resistance against the Soviet-backed regime 
in Kabul. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Jan. 
8 (Agencies) — The government 
settlement policy for the occupied 
West Bank came under attack in 
parliament and in the Supreme 
Court today as former Foreign 
Minister Moshe Dayan and Arab 
land owners challenged the gov- 


ernment's plans for the Elon 
Moreh settlement. 

The Supreme Court ordered the 
government today to explain why 
the controversial Elon Moreh set- 
tlement should not be evacuated 
immediately. 

Arab landowners had yesterday 


South Yemen supports 
Soviets in Afghanistan 


KUWAIT. Jan. S (API - Pro- 
Soviei. marxist South Yemen 
today became the first Arab state 
to support the Soviet military 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

A South Yemen foreign minis- 
try' statement, broadcast by the 
siate-run Aden Radio, praised the 
Soviet stand and attacked the 
mounting international criticism 
against Moscow, the Kuwait News 
Agency reported. 

The statement said the 
developments in Afghanistan 
were an internal affair and that the 
Soviet stand “has rid the prog- 
ressive Afghanistan regime of the 
dangers facing it." 

The Agency quoted uniden- 
tified observers as saying the 
South Yemen stand “will increase 
tension between Aden and Saudi 
Arabia, which has pledged to 
resist the Soviet intervention and 
to lead an Islamic campaign in 
support of the Muslim guerrillas 
opposed to the marxist regime in 
Afghanistan. 


In Beirut, a member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
Executive Committee voiced sup- 
port for the Soviet military inter- 
vention in Afghanistan. 

In the first official Palestinian 
comment on the Soviet drive, 
PLO information department 
chief Yasser Abed Rabho. 
described the Soviet move as “a 
great help to all revolutionary 
forces opposed to an expanded 
American military presence in the 
Middle East”. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo is a member of 
the 15-man PLO Executive 
Committee (cabinet) and number 
two in the pro-Soviet Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP). 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat has 
so far refrained from taking a 
stand on the Soviet intervention, 
which has drawn sharp con- 
demnation from most Arab coun- 
tries., including major PLO bac- 
kers. 


Regional Briefs 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Jan. 8 (R)--Some one million Israeli 
school children were sent home two hours early today as their 
teachers launched a campaign for higher pay. Leaders of the 
teachers' unions said they would order disruption of the school 
schedules all week and would call a full strike next Sunday unless 
their demands were met. Finance Minister Yigal Hurvitz. in an 
effort to prevent the moves, told the teachers that many of their 
wage demands were justified but that the government could not 
afford pay increases at present. Mr. Hurvitz has pushed through a 
number of measures to cut consumer and government spending in 
an attempt to halt the nation's galloping annual inflation rale of 
about 150 per cent. 

DOHA. Jan. S ( R ) — Canada's minister of state for economic 
development and international trade. Mr. Horst Schmid, today 
began talks here on expanding trade and economic relations with 
oil-rich Qatar. Mr. Schmid, who arrived yesterday with a deleg- 
ation, met the Qatari minister of economy and trade. Sheikh 
Nasser Bin Khalid Al Thani. Mr. Schmid, on a four-day visit here, 
told the official Qatar News Agency 1 his discussion with Qatari 
leaders would also cover possible cooperation in the oil industry. 

DOHA, Jan. S (Rj— Australia had agreed to supply Qatar 480. fit tfl 
ions of wheal over 10 years, a monthly magazine reported today. 
Qatar and the Australian Wheat Board would sign the wheat 
agreement shortly, the new economic magazine Aswaq AI 
Khaleej (Gulf Markets) said in its first issue. The first annual 
consignment would be 38.000 tons rising to 6 1.0CM3 tons in 1989. 
the Arabic-lunguage magazine said. The report could not be 
officially confirmed- 

BAHRAIN, Jan. 8 (R)~ The United Arab Emirates today 
adjusted its currency upwards against the U.S. dollar by about one 
per cent, money market sources said. They suid the UAE Cur- 
rency Board told dealers that effective today the new rate was 
3.73 dirhams a dollar against the previous rate of 3.7b dirhams. 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia earlier this week slightly raised [heir 
currency rates against the dollar. 

TEHRAN, Jan. 8 (R)--The minister of national guidance. Mr. 
Nasser Minachi, says Iran has no intention of closing down west- 
ern news agencies or generally expelling foreign journalists. He 
was quoted by the official Pars News Agency as saying last night 
that Iran would only expel individual journalists accused of dis- 
torting news, and then only after formally warning them. He was 
speaking after a meeting of the ruling Revolutionary Council, al 
which the question apparently was raised. The ministry's director 
of foreign press, Mr. Abo! Qassem Sadeq. said on Sunday that the 
authorities were studying proposals to ask all American, British 
and West Germun reporters to leave Iran. Mr. Sadeq said he 
would consult the nation before deciding on the expulsion prop- 
osal. Bui Mr. Minachi was quoted as saying: “Mr. Sadeq was just 
intending to solicit public opinion because many people here have 
raised protests." 

.ABU DHABI. Jan. 8 (R)-The Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab 
Economic Development loaned Arab and developing countries 
2.9 billion dirhams (about S790 million') since its establishment 
nine year ago, the official Emirates News Agency said today. 
Quoting the fund’s managing director. Mr. Nasser Al Nuwai.s. the 
agency said the United Arab Emirates' contribution totalled 131 
million dirhams (about $35. million). The fund was created bv 
oil-rich Abu Dhabi, the capital state of the UAE. 

TEHRAN, Jan. 8 (AP)— An officer of the deposed Shah's army 
was executed in the northeastern provincial capital of Mashad 
after a revolutionary court found him guilty' of ordering his men to 
open fire on demonstrators during the 1978-79 events that top- 
pled the Shah, the newspaper Kay ha n reported today. The news- 
paper identified the executed man as Col. Moini. The court found 
that two persons died and 10 were injured because of his orders. 
Roughly 700 persons have been executed in Iran since the revolu- 
tion last February* The vast majority were former members of 
the deposed Shah's government and armed services. 


appealed to the court to order the 
Israeli settlers at Elon Moreh. 
near Nablus, to quit the urea as 
required hv the court in an earlier 
judgement. But the government 
allowed the settlers an extension 
of four weeks after handing back a 
portion of the land to its Arab 
owners. 

The court has now given Ihe 
government 10 days In which to 
stale why the settlers should not 
be removed from the site as orig- 
inally ordered. 

Justice Minister Shmuel Tamir 
told reporters that the uttomev- 
generai will tell the court that the 
additional time period was essen- 
tial to carry out the ruling but that 
the settlers will definitely be 
evacuated. 

Mr. Dayan called for an urgent 
debate in the knesset of the 
cabinet decision to move the 
settlers to a nearby mountain site. 
The debate will be held next week. 

Mr. Dayan quit his post last 
October, citing disagreement with 
the government’s settlement 
policies. He supports Jewish set- 
tlement on state-owned land in 
the West Bank, but charges that 
the government acts in a 
picceme al fashion, without plan or 
purpose. 

His call for the urgent debate 
was supported by the opposition 
Labour Party and by member of 
the National Religious Party, a 
coalition partner which generally 
supports settlements. 

In th.e Gaza Strip, demon- 
strators last night sacked and 
burnt restaurants in the Israeli- 
occupied town of Gaza during a 
protest against the dismiss:! of an 
Islamic religious leader from his 
job with a welfare organisation. 

Military sources said the sec- 
urity forces broke up the demon- 
stration by more than one 
thousand against the dismissal of 
the leader*" from the local Red 
Crescent Organisation (the Mus- 
lim equivalent of the Red Cross.) 

The main target of the rioters 
was the Red Crescent office whose 
director. Dr. Haider Abdul Shafi. 
has a reputation as a communist. 

The rioters shouted anti- 
communist slogans as they 
wrecked and hurned the Red 
Crescent offices, destroying a 
clinic, one ol Gaza’s few lending 
libraries, and other facilities. Two 
nearby cafes and a restaurant were 
attacked and the restaurant was 
destroyed by fire. 

Initial damage estimates ran as 
high as 15 million Israeli pounds, 
almost S5t.KJ.UCH>. 

Israeli authorities said a number 
of arrests were made, and three 
persons required hospital treat- 
ment. 



U.S. anti-Moscow reprisals 

Soviet diplomats expelled, 
Aeroflot flights cut down 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 (R) - The United States today announced it was 
expelling 17 Soviet diplomats in New York and withdrawing seven U.S. 
diplomats from Kiev in retaliation for the Soviet military intervention in 
Afghanistan. 


This map locates the provinces in Afghanistan where Russian troops 
are reportedly meeting armed resistance From Afghan forces ten days 
after the Soviet-led coup against the Kabul government of executed 
President Hafizullah Amin. (AP wirephotol 


The action followed President 
Carter’s announcement last Fri- 
day of a series of U.S. reprixils. 

Suite Department Spokesman 
Hodding Carter said the Soviet 
embassy was told yesterday that 
its diplomats must leave New 
York “expeditiously." 

Earlier today the Civil Aviation 
Board (CAB) suid it was cutting 
down flights bv the Soviet airline 


Sidetracked by Iran, Afghanistan 

Sadat-Begin summit extended 


ASWAN. Egypt, Jan. 8 i R) — The 
Egyptian -Israeli summit calks 
have been extended after being 
heavily sidetracked by events in 
Iran and Afghanistan. 

An Israeli spokesman said 
progress had been made during 
the talks today and yesterday at 
this southern Egyptian resort bet- 
ween President Anwar Sadat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin. The extra session will be 
held on Thursday. 

The spokesman declined to say 
whether the progress so far 
achieved related to the wider reg- 
ional issues or to the Israeli- 
Egyptian differences over Pales- 
tinian autonomy on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

While the two leaders were 
meeting at a luxury hotel on an 
island in the Upper Nile. Egyptian 
Defence Minister Kamal Hassan 
Ali told reporters that American 
and Egyptian airforce planes had 
recenrly held joint exercises. 

Gen. Ali said the joint exercises 
did not mean Egypt was providing 
the United States wiih a military 
base. “Egypt is not giving an air 
base to the U.S. and we don’t 
intend to do so." the minislersaid. 

He also disclosed that Egypt 
had prepared training camps for 
possible use by Afghan guerrillas 
fighting the Soviet intervention in 
their country. 

The wider regional aspects con- 
sumed the entire first day of the 
summit meeting yesterday. Today 
Mr. Begin and Mr. Sadat con- 
tinued the review but spent half of 
their two hour* of discussion on 
matters closer to home. 

Officials declined to say 
whether the two leaders had found 
any way round the formidable dif- 
ferences between them on matters 


like autonomy, the status of Arab 
East Jerusalem, and on nor- 
malising relations between the 
two countries following last year’s 
peace treaty. 

The Israeli spokesman said that 
after the first 25 minutes of 
today's discussion, the two leaders 
decided they would not be able to 
wind up the talks today as they had 
planned. 

Accordingly they decided to 
scrap the press conference which 
had been called for this afternoon 
and to hold a further session of 
talks on Thursday morning. 

After the first part of today’s 
meeting, Mr. Begin and Mr. Sadat 
abandoned the 'hotel room and 
went out to cam on talking 


beneath a sunshade at the hotel 
poolside. 

Newsmen in the hotel restaur- 
ant about 50 metres away were 
intrigued to see Mr. Sadat produce 
a map and lay it out on a nearby 
bathing platform. The two men 
left their sunshade to pore oyer 
the map. talking and gesturing 
earnestly. 

The Israeli spokesman said it 
was a map of the area embracing 
Egypt. Israel and North-East 
Africa. He declined to say what 
the discussion was about. 

Tlie Iusl session of talks on 
Thursday is expected to con- 
centrate solely on Israeli- 
Egyptian problems, the Israeli 
spokesman said. 





Egyptian President Anwar Sadat talks with Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin during their two-hour meeting Tuesday afternoon, 
during which they discussed trouble spots in Africa and the Middle 
East. (AP wire photo) 


Aeroflot to the United States from 
three to two each week. 

The action, which could affect 
Americans flying to Moscow for 
this summer’s Olympic games, 
was made at the request of the 
state department and was a 
further response to the Soviet 
move into Afghanistan, CAB 
sources said. 

Also the LLS. Coast Guard said 
it had stepped up surveillance of 
the United Slates' 200-mile ter- 
ritorial waters to ensure com- 
pliance with Ihe president's order 
sharply cutting Soviet fishing 
privileges in U.S. waters. 

The state department said the- 
Soviet Union now had at least 
65,000 troops in Afghanistan and 
elements of two Soviet divisions 
were close on the Soviet- 
Afghanistan border. 

Spokesman Hodding Carter 
said the expulsion of Soviet dip- 
lomats and withdrawal of U.S. 
representatives carried through 
the president's announcement 
suspending plans for opening 
consulates-generai. 

In fact, -some U.S. diplomats 
and their families have been 
stationed in Kiev since 1976, and 
the Soviet diplomats have been in 
New York for several years as 
well. 

Closure of the Kiev mission sel-s 
back a policy aim of several L1.S. 
administrations, but sacrifices had 
to be made to convince Moscow of 
western outrage, Mr. Carter said. 
“The Soviet must be made to 
understand that they cannot art 
with impunity,” he said. 

Retaliatory actions taken since 
last Friday included blocking U.S. 
grain exports to the Soviet Onion, 
suspending shipments of high 
technology goods and sharply cur- 
tailing Soviet fishing rights in LLS. 
waters. 

In a televised speech last Friday, 
President Carter raised the pos- 
sibility of a U.S. boycott of the 
Olympics if Moscow continued 
what he termed its aggressive 
actions. 

Today support for a boycott was 


voiced by Senator Carl Levin, a 
Michigan Democrat, who said in a 
television interview: “We’ve got 
to draw the line somewhere. We 
just simply can’t tolerate the host 
country to the Olympics gobbling 
up a neighbour..." 

Mr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, Pres- 
ident Carter's national security 
adviser, said earlier today that 
U.S. punitive measures against 
Moscow aimed to get the Soviet 
Union out of Afghanistan and 
prevent similar intervention else- 
where. 

“It seems to us that inter- 
national cooperation, indeed the 
American-Soviet relationship, 
would be furthered if the Soviet 
Ltnion were to recognise that it 
made a very serious error... and if 
it were to withdraw. 

“But if it doesn't, then we wish 
it to pay a price for it and we also 
wish to make certain that the oLher 
countries in the region arc reas- 
sured," he said. 

Mr. Brzezinski denied sugges- 
tions that the anti-Soviet meas- 
ures would hurt Americans more 
than they would the Soviet Union 
but conceded they would involve 
some sacrifice. “and the American 
people are prepared to undertake 
such a sacrifice." 

He said rhe decision to stop 
shipment of 1 7 million tonnes of 
grain to the Soviet Union would 
mean a 20 per cent cut in Soviet 
meat consumption. 

' Mr. Brzezinski denied the 
United States was playing its 
“China Card" — using improved 
U.S. -Chinese relations ns leverage 
against the Soviet Union. But he 
said the United States and China, 
where Defence Secretary Harold 
Brown is now on a visit, shared 
certain overlapping strategic 
interests. 

In a separate television inter- 
view, Agriculture Secretary Bob 
BergJand said the grain sales halt 
would mean losses of about S500 
million for grain merchandisers 
and other firms despite administ- 
ration pledges to spend S2.25 bil- 
lion to buy contracts for embar- 
goed shipments. 


U.S. aircraft conduct exercises 
from Egyptian military facilities 


Unrest continues in 
Iranian provinces 


TEHRAN. Jan. S tR) — Anti- 
govemmeni crowds rallied in the 
northwestern city of Tabriz today 
as sporadic unrest continued in 
Iran's troubled provinces. 

Officials at the east Azerbaijan 
governor-general’* office said at 
least 2«i.0fin people rallied in sup- 
port of dissident Ayatollah Kazem 
Shariat- Madari in the m.iin square 
of Tabriz. 

Schools and '•Imps were dosed 
in the tow n lor the third successive 
day but there was no repetition of 
the violent dashes reported in 
Tabriz last weekend. 

Members of the opposilion 
Muslim Peoples Republican 
Party (MPRP). supporters of 
Ayatollah Shariat- Madari. esti- 
mated the crowd at up to 100.000 
and said some protesters tore 
down portraits ol Iran's revolutio- 
nary leader. Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini. 

In the western Kurdish region, 
Islamic revolutionary guards 
reported that anti -gov era mem 
rebels attacked and disarmed a 
I2P-man gendarmerie unit near 
the Kurdish stronghold of 
Muhabad. ‘ , . . 

Governor-General Jamshid 
Haqcu of West Azerbaijan con- 
firmed the reports of the gen- 
darmerie incident , which occurred 
yesterday, and said the unit was 
returning from Muhabad after 
local demonstrations there. 

All public buildings were shut in 
the Kuridshcir. oFSanandaj today 


and villagers poured into town to 
join a sit-in at the governor gen- 
eral’s office demanding the with- 
drawal of revolutionary guards 
from the town, leftist sources said. 

The sources told Reuters by 
telephone that a high-level gov- 
ernment delegation was due in 
Sanandaj tomorrow to negotiate 
with Kurdish leaders on the issue. 

Security was tightened today on 
the road from Tehran to the holy 
city of Qom, home of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, in advance of expected 
large mourning processions 
tomorrow, a Muslim holiday. 

Ayatollah Shariat-Maduri. 
whose followers clashed with 
pro- Khomeini groups in Qom last 
Friday, issued a strong appeal for 
calm today and said he would not 
receive any visitors tomorrow. 

In other provincial develop- 
ments, the whole Gulf coast pro- 
vince of Hormozgan was in 
mourning today for the victims of 
fierce fighting between Shritc and 
Sunni Muslims in the port of Ban- 
dar Lengueh last Sunday. 

Iranian newspapers reported 
today the death toll in the town 
had risen to almost 50. but there 
was no official confirmation of the 
reports. 

The government's provincial 
troubleshooter, former Foreign 
Minister Ibrahim Yazdi, met loc.il 
religious leaders and officials in 
Bandar Lengueh to study the 
causes of the unrest. 


WASHINGTON. Jan. S (Agencies) — U.S. aircraft have been con- 
ducting exercises from Egyptian bases as the Carter administration 
seeks military facilities in the Middle East, officials said today. 

Slate department officials confirmed a statement by Egyptian 
Defence Minister Kamal Hassan Ali in Aswan disclosing the'oper- 
ations by American planes during the past few weeks. 

They said more e xercises might held. Washington has been study- 
ing an increased U.S. military presence in the legion since the over- 
throw of the Shah of Iran Iasi February, and particularly since the 
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. 

“We're looking at the feasibility of using those bases along with 
others in the Middle Eust-fiidi.in Ocean area." one officials said. 

He said Ihe exercises, in cooperation with the Egyptian air force, 
were the first time the United States had tested any facilities being 
considered lor temporary use in times of crisis in the region. 

Pentagon officials said U.S. technical experts would be sent out 
probably late this month for a detailed study of other air and naval 
bases in Oman. Somalia and Kenya. 

The buses in which U.S. officials are interested are the Soviet- 
built facility at Berbcra in Somalia, the port of Mombasa in Kenva 
and the island of Masira off Oman. 

In addition, the Carter administration is giving serious intention 
for the first time to using facilities in Egypt and Israel, which earlier 
had been ruled out as loo sensitive politically. 

Leaders of Egypt and Israel have offered their bases for Ameri- 
can use in the crises in Iran and Afghanistan. 

As Gen. Ali said today, however. “Egypt is not giving an air base 
to the U.S.. and we don’t intend to do so." 

In Ankara meanwhile, diplomatic sources said the United Slates 
and Turkey remained in disagreement today on the future of vital 
American monitoring bases, only hours before the expiry of the 
accord governing their use. 

Turkey is insisting that the bases he used only (nr “ohligniions 
arising from membership" in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
-- that is, intelligence gathering or defensive military operations 
against the Soviet Union - and then only with Turkish permission. 

The diplomatic sources said the two sides tomorrow would sign a 
"foundation agreement ” allowing the bases to remain open but 
continuing negotiations on flic scope of their operations. 

The bases arc scanning stations at Sinop on the Black Sea and 
Divarbakir in the south-east, which monitor Soviet air, naval, ground 
forces and missile activity: and the giant Ineirlik air base near Adana 
on the southern Mediterranean const. 

Ineirlik houses tactical aircraft capable of launching a nuclear 
strike against the Soviet Union. 

Some diplomatic sources said the United States docs not want the 
bases specifically earmarked For a NATO role, but wants them 
available for emergencies in the Middle East and Central Asia as 


well. 

Because it has lost its bases in Iran, the Unted States would rely 
heavily on the Turkish scanning stations to monitor Soviet com- 
pliance with the SALT II strategic amis limitation treats . That treaty, 
however, has been frozen by President Carter because of the Soviet 
military incursion into Afghanistan. 

Tomorrow's foundation agreement . which will later have to be 
ratified bv both governments, will be a renewable one-year treaty, 
which both sides agree should remain in force for live years, the 
diplomatic sources said. 

It will include annexes on American support for T nrkey's defence 
industry and on overall economic and military aid tor 7 urkey 

In another development. British Foreign Secretary Lord Car- 
rington tomorrow begins a 10-dav Asian and Middle East tour to 
discuss the Afghanistan crisis and pledge western military aid tor 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

With Soviet forces now encamped near Pakistan's northwest 
frontier. Lord Carrington will discuss with President Zia UJ H.iq 
what weapons he needs to protect his country, ot hauls said. 

The foreign secretary also hopes to have talks with the new Indian 
Government of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who swept back ro power in las! 
weekend's elections. - 

President Carter con filmed yesterday that the United Stales wilt 
join a consortium of countries in West Europe and the Middle East to 
provide Pakistan with arms. 

Lord Carrington will first visit Turkey, a vital NATO partner, and 
then fly to Oman and Saudi Arabia , two of the gulf countries who feel 
most threatened by the Kremlin's move into Afghanistan. 

fn New Delhi, ihe foreign secretary wants to allay any fears that 
western arms supplies to Pakistan might pose a threat to India. The 
two countries have gone to war three times since 1947. 



Russian troops stand stop a small knoll alongside the main road from 
Kabul to Jalalabad Sunday. {AP wirephotol 
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"Thank God Israel and Egypt arc on the side o fright, not wrong: 
justice not its opposite: freedom, not slavery... 

SO SPOKE Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin in Aswan on 
* Monday after the first meeting of his current talks with Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat. 

The unanimity between Egypt and Israel on the question of 
Iran and Afghanistan is what gave rise to Mr. Begin s outburst. 
Yet Egvpt and Israel are certainly not alone, in the Middle East or 
further a field, in sharing serious apprehension about the course of 
events in the region. 

It is perhaps inevitable that an external factor arising in the 
Middle East - external, that is, to the direct Arab-Israeli conflict 
over Palestine — should serve to drive Egypt and Israel tighter 
into each others arms at a time when many prickly points ot 
dispute still exist between them in the negotiations in which they 
are centrally engaged. 

This Eg> pi i:m- Israeli alliance carries grave implications of its 
own for the Arab states, who fail to perceive anything in the 
Egypiian-lsrneli agreements to date, or in the framework of 
negotiations still underway, which adequately addresses the cen- 
tral issue of conflict in the Middle East: if anything, a one-sided 
and incomplete "resolution’* of this conflict has only left that 
central Issue, the Palestinian issue in all its aspects, to fester away 
in potentially even greater neglect. A further worry is that the 
power which has nurtured Israel in its first 30 years of aggression 
and occupation against the Arabs is the same power which Egypt 
as well as Israel now embraces, again while the Palestinian ques- 
tion. to which Egypt was once committed with its blood and its 
honour, remains unattended. 

Finally, we think Mr. Begin is desperately wrong in his assess- 
ment of where Egypt and" Israel jointly stand with regard to 
various human moral virtues. 

The Egyptian -Israeli treaty makes a travesty of the issue of 
right and wrong in the Middle East by rewarding the wrongdoer at 
the expense of the rights of the Palestinian Arab people. It is 
interesting that Mr. Begin could not even find the word for the 
opposite of justice: we might suggest, say, injustice, inequality, 
oppression or victimisation for starters, if he doesn’t know the 
word, perhaps he cannot recognise the thing itself, yet it is what 30 
years of Zion ism have perpetrated in Palestine: indeed inequality 
and racism are central facets of Zionism itself. As for freedom and 
slavery, ask any Palestinian in the West Bank, of any Arab within 
Israel itself, about that. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 

•AL RAT: The Aswan talks between Egyptian President AnwarSadatand 
Israeli Premier Menachem Begin will probably deal in the first place with 
the Arab reaction to the official exchange of ambassadors between the 
Egyptian and Israeli regimes on the 26th of next month. 

This Arab reaction, on President Sadat’s part the Aswan talks are an 
attempt to obtain "something" from Mr. Begin with regard to the aut- 
onomy issue, in order to lessen the Arab reaction he fears after the 
-exchange of ambassadors. 

The indications, so far, are that President Sadat’s hope to achieve, 
anything from the negotiations has begun evaporating quickly, even 
before the beginning of the talks: the Israeli occupation authorities having 
decided to obtain control of the Jerusalem District Electricity Company, 
and Mr. Begin having announced just before his departure that he will tell 
President Sadat that Jerusalem will remain the indivisible capital of Israel. 

Thus. Mr. Sadat’s chance to get the desired cover-up from Mr. Begin 
seems small so far. It is. however, possible that the two sides mav fabricate 
elastic and vague statements at the press conference they will hold at the 
end ot their negotiations. Even in this case, it isexpccted’diey will take up 
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan as the main issue to attract atten- 
tion, us if it tins become an alternative to the issues of Palestine and 
Jerusalem. 

AL DESTOCR: Whru concerns us about the conflict between Moscow and 
Washington is to xiu- the countries of our area from becoming victims of 
the cold war. uhich is being fed by Egypt and Israel in a clear attempt to 
■ impose the joint military domination of the Camp David countries on the 
Arab region for reasons which have become known to everybody. 

This justifies the French reaction to the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan — an example to be copied, as it emphasises the inde- 
pendence oi France and the freedom of its will in taking a decision which 
corresponds with its interests, without being motivated bv sentiments left 
over from the Second World Wjr period and from the Marshall Plan for 
the reconstruction ol Europe. 

As lor us Arabs, the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, which is 
completely unjustifiable and a violation of the U.N. charter, should not 
.distract our aitemion from the Zionist occupation of Arab territories. 

. T" ne fair is that the process of distimruishinu between supporter of the 
Soviet actum and supporters of the U.5. reaction will laid to dividing the 
Arab world again for the sake of secondary issues, which have nothing to 
do with the main problem — that is. to distinguish between the friends and 
the enemies of the Arab cause. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Exhibition 

The Goethe Institute, in cooperation with the Dept, of Culture 
and Arts, presents un exhibition of contemporary German 
graphic art from the art centres of Stuttgart, Karlsruhe and 
Munich. The exhibition is on display durine regular hours until 
Saturday. Junuarv ) 2. 



Commencing 10-1-1980 
LIQUIDATION SALE AT 

Department Store 

Shmeisani-near Omar Khayam Hotel-Tel 63821 

Save 1 5% - 30% on Foodstuffs, Detergents, 
Household Appliances, Toys, Clothes, 
Cosmetics and Perfumes. 

Working Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. without break 


/ 



AMMAN, Jan. 8 l JNAl—Engineers from live Arab 
states opened u three-day seminar here today 
organised by the federation of Arab engineers. 
President of the Jordanian Engineers .Association 
Ibrahim Abu 'Abash, who spoke during the open- 
ing session, said the participants will try to stan- 
dardise the practice of engineering in the Arab 
World and organise and boost the technical 
engineering skills available in the Arab countries. 
The new system will provide for standard specifi- 


cations for design, measurement and building 
materials and seek to upgrade engineering stan- 
dards. guarantee equality of opportunity for Arab 
engineers and give them priority over non-Arab 
nationals. The new system was suggested by a spe- 
cial committee composed of representatives from 
the engineering associations in Jordan. Syria. 
Morocco, and Iraq. Delegates taking part in the 
seminar are from Jordan. Iraq. Tunisia, Sudan 
and Svrin. 


Labour ministry plans to tighten 
restrictions on foreign workers 


AMMAN. Jan. * (JT j - The 
Ministry of Labour i> currently 
considering taking urgent meas- 
ures to regulate the employment 
of foreign labourers in the coun- 
try. Minister of Labour Omar 
'Nubulsi was quoted by the local 
press us saying today. 

Dr. Nabulsi told the General 
Federation of Jordanian Trade 
Unions during :i meeting at the 
federation’s headquarters yes- 
terday that his ministry is recon 
sidering the activities of its” 
employment offices which nor- 
mally issue permits to foreign 


labourers. 

Employment of foreign labour- 
ers here will in the future be gov- 
'erned by strict and carefully 
planned regulations, and no 
labourers will be given work at 
random, the minister said. 

The topic of migrant labour 
competing with Jordanian work- 
ers was raised by the secretary 
genera! of the federation at the- 
meeting, which was also attneded 
Hy the llnder-Secretary of the 
Labour Ministry. Dr. Tayseer 
Abdul Jaber. 

Dr. Nabulsi. added that his 


ministry is coins: to step up inspec- 
tion tours of factories to make sure 
that industrial safety regulations 
are being closely observed. The 
ministry will also keep a close 
watch on the observance of the 
labour law. he added. 

He promised that several meet- 
ings will be held soon with rep- 
resentatives of the federation to 
get their view.- on amendments to 
the new labour law and then sub- 
mit them to the ministerial com- 
mittee which will formulate a final 
draft of the law. The federation is 
eager to have the new law passed 
without delav. 


Islamic Congress appeals for 
desecrations by Israel 



AMMAN. Jan. S tiNAj — The 
Islamic Congress in Amman yes- 
terday appealed to the Ignited 
Nations, international Islamic 
organisations and Islamic gov- 
ernments to take firm steps to hall 
Israel's continuous violations of 
the holy places in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

It said in a statement published 
today that the Zionist authorities 
have since I9h? continuously 
committed acts desecrating the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron and 
have encouraged soldiers to enter 
the mosque in an irreverent man- 
ner and. most recently, prohibited 
Muslims from performing religi- 
ous rites at the mosque. 

The Israelis have established 
the Kiryat Arba' settlement over- 


looking Hebron and have recently- 
expropriated land around the city 
for further settlements, which 


endanger the existence of the 
Arab inhabitants and the Ibrahimi . 
Mosque, the statement said. 


PLO complains to WHO 
Hebron health services 


AMMAN. Jan. 8 {JT) — The local 
office of the PLO has complained 
in a memo to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) about the 
bad health conditions in the 
occupied West Bunk town of Heb- 
ron. particularly at the Princess 
Alia hospital, a PLO official told 
the Jordan Times today. 

Mr. Abdul Jawad Saieh. of the 
Amman PLO. office and the man 



AMMAN, Jan. S (JNA) --The Higher Ministerial Committee for 
development re' ievved the housing policy in Jordan during a meeting 
held today, under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister, Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf. 

AMMAN. Jan. S {JNA) — The revenues of the Income Tax Depart- 
ment last year amounted to JD 22,719,276. according to the depart- 
ment's director ucneral, Mr. Saleh Khasawneh. He said 1978 figures 
were JD 18,799. 683. 

AMMAN. Jan. 8 {JNA ) — A Chinese trade delegation is due here on 
Jan. 14 for a several-day visit to Jordan. The delegation's ialks here 
with the Federation of Jordanian Chambers of Commerce, the Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade as well as representatives of the private 
sector will deal with increasing trade between China and Jordan. 

AMMAN. Jan. S (JNA) - Credits totalling JD 3, J 98, 172 were 
granted by the Agricultural Credit Corporation to some 1,629 Jor- 
danian farmers in the post year, the corporation's deputv Director 
General. Mr. Ibrahim Abu'Leil. said here today. He safd since its 
establishment in I960, the corporation has granted a total of JD 3M 
million to nearly 52.7W fanners for farm projects and the purchase 
of agricultural machinery. 

AMMAN. Jan. 8 (JNA) — The Industrial Development Bank has 
granted 47 loans during the past year, totalling JD 3,761 ,000. Out of 
these there were 41 industrial loans, amounting to JD 3,461,000 and 
six loans for tourism projects, amounting to JD 300,000. the director 
ot the bank's investment department said here todav. The total 
capital invested in these projects was JD 14.122,875. he added. 

AMMAN. Jan. 8 (JNA^ — The mid-year session of the General 
Secondary Certificate Examinations (Tawjihil Is due to start on Jan. 
14. A Ministry of Education source said that a total of 31,000 male 
and female students will be sitting for the week-long examinations at 
centres around the country. 

AMMAN. Jan. S (JNA) — The ninth group of trainees at the Hotel 
T raining Institute will graduate on Jan. 22 , according to the Director 
General of the Tourism Department. Mr. Michael Hamumeh. Those 
in the group of 39 graduates who excelled in their studies will be sent 
abroad for advanced training, while the rest will have priority for 
employ meni at local hotels, rest houses and tourist centres around the 
country. The department of tourism has drawn up a five-year plan for 
training hotel staff badly needed in Jordan. Mr. Hamameh said. The 
ninth group has completed a one-year course, of which six months 
i were at the centre and the rest in practical work at classified hotels in 
Jordan. 


incharge of a committee for the 
defence of human rights in the 
West Bank said in the memo to the 
U.N. organisation that the hos- 
pital lacks medical supplies and is 
incapable of offering proper ser- 
vices to the inhabitants. 

The Israeli authorities delib- 
erately neglect demands for 
improvement in medical services 
and provision of supplies as part of 
its plan to force Palestinians to 
abandon the city, the memo said. 

It added that the Israelis have 
repeatedly refused requests for 
the purchase of an electric 
generator to supply electricity to 
the hospital, which suffers from 
constant power failures. 


Israel’s Arabs: 

To be or not to be 


UMM AL FAHM, Israel's Anlb minority, still 
socking a national identity, is changing its image 
from timidity to militancy. 

The defeated, frightened Palestinian refugee of 
1 948 has given way to a new generation which 
openly speaks against the Zionist state and seeks 
to reunite with brothers locked behind foreign 
borders during over three decades of occupation 
resistance. 

After almost 32 years of living under Israeli 
rale, many among the 500.000 Palestinian Arabs 
in Israel now speak of a long struggle ahead. There 
is even talk in the coffee shops of armed uprising 
in the distant future. 

For nearly 20 years the Palestinians were 
numbed by the 1948 war when the Zionist state 
was bom and millions of Palestinian refugees were 
scattered around the Middle East. But the 1 967 
war shook the Arab minority here out of its hor- 
ror. 

Here in this Arab village of 20.000 in the heart 
of Israel. Mr. Mohammad Kiwan. a 3 X- year-old 
lawyer, said: "This struggle for liberation is a 
question of to be or not tu be. For the Palestinian 
people, we know it will be a long struggle but the 
only thing we fear is its price." 

Kiwan fisted many reasons for the growing 
nationalistic movement among Palestinians. He 
said Israel was partly to blame because it failed to 
give them equal rights although they were granted 
citizenship after 194S. 

"Whatever one might say about so-called 
equality, the Arabs have always been at the bot- 
tom of Israeli society* and this lack of equality only 
bolstered our nationalistic feelings.” he told 
Reuters. 

The majority of the Palestinian intellectual elite 
in British-ralcd Palestine fled during the 1948 
war. Most of those who chose to stay belonged to 
the peasant class which was left without any sig- 
nificant leadeship. 

“My father' s generation could hardly do any- 
thing against the Jewish state in his days and the 
Israelis did whatever they liked with the Arabs 
and their property,” said Kiwan. 

The leaders of the Zionist state took no chances 
in the early years of statehood. A tight military- 
rule was in force in the Arab sector until 1963- 
Trying to describe the inteiisity of Israeli milit- 
ary rule. Kiwan said: "Our brothers in the West 
Bank and Gaza think they have it hard with the 
Israelis now. They should have lived with us in 
those days to feel the real meaning of military 
rule." 

Until the 1967 war Palestinians were almost 
totally cut off from the Arab world in general and 
Palestinian refugees abroad in particular. But the 
12 years since the West Bank and Gaza, with their 
1.2 million Palestinians, came under Israeli rale 
have changed many Palestinians’ ways of think- 
ing, ideology and aspirations. 

The straggle 30 years ago against the mass 
expropriation of Arab land has ceased to be the 
ultimate objective. The majority of Palestinians 
now look for leadership to the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO). 

. The rise of the new intellectual class has also 
changed the Arab approach to politics. 

In the 1950s and 1960s the government banned 
the establishment of nationalist Arab parties as it 
believed they could endanger the existence of the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Habib Qahwaji. now a member of the 
Palestine Executive Council in Damascus, left 
Israel before the 1967 war after his attempt to 


establish an Arab party was foiled h\ ihe 
court. 

Having no political repic'-entatives nf s 
own. miv .1 of the Palestinians m W&\ ^ 
itionallv. associate with the Moscow.)^ 
Communist Party which for years h.i\ hectj a 
only croup in parliament (Knessetl toMipp^g 
establishment ot an imlcjvndem Palestinian a, 
alongside Israel. 

But with a recent upsurge m Arab n.itknabJ 
new organisations have been ext j Wished which 
Israeli eyes, make the Communists look ife 
flock of doves. 

Kiwan is one nt the leaders of tin: Abna’ 
Balad (sons of the village) movement central 
this village oveilimkiiJj' the Jez reef 
Although "still nunilvring only several thoia^ 
vouths. the movement appears to be gjjj 
strength and has organised numerous anti-h^ 
demonstrations in recent years. 

Abna’ Al Balad publicly supports official Plj 
policies calling for replacing the Zionist 
a socialist, secular country w here Jews and ArJ 
would live together. 

Although the overwhelming majority of frJ 
Jews consider this insane. Kiwan believes it u j 
ultimate goal lor Palestinians even if Israel ned 
agrees to the establishment ot a separate Pad 
t ini. in state on the West Bank and Gaza. 

"The Jews have no more rights in this londtfj 
the Palestinians.” he said. "Coming here, the jj 
say ibev merely return to a land they lived 
2.000 years ago. Well, in that case, the PafeJ 
t ini. ins want to resettle on land on which ibj 
resided only 30 years ago.” 

At the Abna' Al Balad club here, four of # 
movement's members usher locals in to sec 
exhibition of paintings by town folk and Pale 
liniauson the West Bank- The sole subject: Palq 
tinians in their struggle. 

Indicative of Palestinian resettlement overd 
limited autonomy Israel has proposal for d 
West Bunk ami Gaza is a painting by Suiciatl 
Mansur of Rnmallah. This shows a crucified Pafcl 
tinian and three hawks symbolising Israel, Eg] 
and the United States standing on his head.' j 
Jabnriyu Khaled, IS, joined the movement tw 
years ago despite fierce opposition from his pq 
ents. To him the future is relatively dear. “Tli 
Palestinian people, both here and abroad, vj 
exploit every political avenue to find a solution! 
their problem. But if that fails, there will cornel 
day when all of them would join in an arms 
revolution.” 

Members said they had been arrested by A 
police for anti-Israeli acts such as burning til 
Zionist state's blue-and-wliiie flag on Ism 
foundation Jay last year and hoisting the PaJeJ 
tinian flag at the local high school. 

Kaslan Mohazma, also 18, said the Israeli 
offered him special favours if he quit the orps 
i sat ion. 

“They offer us all kinds of things in the hop 
that we shall leave the movement and join ft 
Communists who now seem moderate compare 
to our movement." 

The youngsters' involvement in politics is ofa 
a cause of friction with the older generation. 

Kaslan' s mother Mus'ada said she fully agn 
with her son's political views. 

“But I resent the fact that he is among the fil 
who face jail for these activities while the major! 
of the village, which supports him in their hem 
just sits by.” * 

REUTESff 


TO LET 

FURNISHED HOUSE 


Three bedrooms with six beds and one child’s cot. One 
dinning and one sitting-room, ali wall to wall carpeted. 
Central heating and 2.5 tons air conditioner. One col- 
oured and one black and white T. V., telephone, garage , 
garden and glassed-in veranda, dish washer, auto- 
matic washing machine and or ordinary washing 
machine, hoover and carpet shampooing machine. 
Although no water problem in the area, 7 tanks avail- 
able. Fully equipped kitchen. 8th Circle. 

Please contact tel: 41663, after 4 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LEf 

Self-contained, furnished apartment, consisting 
one bedroom, large sifting and dining room, lar| 
kitchen, central heating, in attractive area of Jan 
Luweibdeh near Caravan Hotel (Abdali). 

Telephone 62595 any time 


DIPLOMATIC MISSION 
HAS 

A VACANT POSITION 

FOR A FULL-TSSSE TRANSLATOR 

Must have excellent knowledge of Arabic with ability to 
translate into fluent idiomatic English. University edu- 
cation, good working knowledge of current world 
affairs, and some typing ability also required. Must be 
willing to work unusual hours. Salary commensurate 
with education and experience. Suitable candidates 
will be asked to undergo tests. 

For those interested, please send a C«V to Per. 
sonnef Office, P.O. Bps 354, Amman, Jordan. 


LUXURIOUS OFFICES 
FOR RENT 

White Star Building 
'Abdali - opposite Army Headquarters 

Excellent location. Each office has a' private 
toilet. Parking available. Two elevators. Hot 
and cold running water. Pressurised water 
system. Heat-absorbing mirror reflecting 
glass. Intercom system installed. Telephone 
lines available. Extra electricity generator. 
Twelve-hour reception and cleaning service. 

More details at information desk in building 
or telephone 67318 in the afternoons onlyT 


TO RENT 

New, two-bedroom, centrally heated fiats, each* witff 
Kitchen, big living / dining room and and two bat- 
nrooms. 

,„? 0 . n , v l, ni .^ tly located in Western Shmeisani behind 
ine Al Rai/Jordan Times newspapers buildinq and 
over-looking the University road. 

If interested, please call tel. 66642 - 



JORDAN FERTILIZER 
INDUSTRY CO. LTD., 

Prequalification of contractor 
For the construction of the 
Compnay’s buildings in Aqaba 
JORDAN FERTILIZER INDUSTRY 

Invites local and foreign contrac 
registered in Jordan , to apply for 
qualification for the construction of the i 
pany s facilities located at its site in / 
These facilities , which cover a total an 
about 12,000 square metres, are as foil* 

1. Administration Building 

2 . Laboratory 

3. Canteen 

4. Garage 

o' an d vehicle repairs 

o. Work Shops 

7. Stores 

8 Infrastructure facilities rnclui 

utfiitfes Par ^ in 9 areas ’ Pathways, 

SE*-" f ° rmS C * UW obtained fr< * 

ARAB TECH CONSULT!! 
b „ ENGINEERS, 

O’ Bo * 7323, Amman, Tel: 85297. 

The closing date for submitting 
completed forms to Arabtech shal 
January 20,1980. 
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■ Opening set for February 

[nterchange nearly finished 


'' BySura'O’Ne* ■ . ' 

i '■ lan Times Staff-Reporter 

’ 'l M|i .. ' • -- 

,;; n -AN ? Jan. 8 -- Amman resi- 
\ *ould be heartened to hear 

i" 1 '* .,/Hend is finally in sight to the 
11 of having to make 

"*• Viji j.’ * -s several kilometres lohg 
1 me they want to travel from 
!" r ‘ \ : ,| de of the' Shmeisani iriter- 

■ ' ■■ to another.' 

* V five-legged, three level 

'•range.-- the main com- 
*« ■’ ( ts of which will be a bridge 
1 i T * ! ,' v ! the Fourth' Cirde to the 

v, Sl jy of Interior roundabout, a 
siii: .. : ; x '' : u linking the Third Circle 
i;. ; , " V the same (Ministry of 

!■- ,! ‘ ' \xr) roundabout and an 

'.;j ;r "«jjass connecting the Fifth 
!i, ' Hi ‘ to Abdali street Third Cir- 
ti: . 1‘Shouid be ready for use by 
;:u / L, v ? ebruary, a source at 
‘ Av m municipality revealed to 
rdari Times today. 

j :i . k will be complete, that is, if 

; , ' N -->:r permits. For, after a brief 

‘ 1 ^ a5t week from the season’ s . 

Vr iA ' " ■ ' 

v 

• •• l.t! 

‘ *■»< l.i-r. 


. \,j. j 
lis};. . j. v 


51.: 'i i, v , 
* ''■■■■ V 

■ i-_ , 


unusually - harsh weather con- 
ditions which have already caused 
a delay in the completion of the 
interchange, the weekend's icy 
cold winds brought with them a 
new hazard and hindrance; heavy 
snow. 

The Shmeisani Interchange, if 
finished in February. - will have 
taken nearly two years to com- 
plete, three months over the dead- 
line set for Nov. 14 — the opening 
was planned to coincide with the 
Kin^s birthday. Floods caused by 
the season's heavy rains are 
largely to blame for the delay, 
although informed sources had 
observed some time before the 
storms came that contingencies 
had already slightly delayed com- 
pletion. 

Under the terms of the contract, 
the contractor may incur a fine of 
up .to JD 2,000 daily for every 
day’s delay the ammount of the 
fine depending on the extent to 
which any delay could be blamed 
on the contractor. “Acts of God ” 


such as floods and delays caused 
by other parties, would of course 
exonerate the contractor, the 
additional cost being borne by the 
client, Amman Municipality. 

Excavations started on the site 
in April 1978. three weeks after a 
JD 1.7 million contract was signed 
on March 25 between the mun- 
icipality and a local contracting 
firm, the General Equipment 
Company. The terms of the con- 
tract stipulated that work should 
be completed by July 1979. but 
the finishing date was sub- 
sequently changed to November 
1 979 to allow the contractors lime 
to finish part of the Wadi Saqra 
Road project, for which the Gen- 
eral Equipment Company is also 
the contractor, at the same lime as 
the interchange. When the con- 
tract for the Wadi Saqra Road was 
signed last August, it was agreed 
that the bridge on Hussein ibn Ali 
Street, just below the Holiday Inn, 
should be finished along with the 
interchange so as not to block 








• > ml- ; . 

' •'■■■' ^bourers working on the riprap (stone pitching) on slopes of the bridge during one of the fine spells 

3 Saturday, just before the snow came. There are 25 working days, left but rains may cause farther 
" disruptions. 


opulation census results in detail 


*1AN, Jan. 8 —On Jan. I; the Minister of Trade and Industry, 
: • \li Nsour, announced the preliminary results of the population 
• -» taken during November, 1 979, the first one to be conductedin 

. ::an since 1961. FoUowingisa detailed breakdown by village, city 

region of the kingdom's population. 

I - 

JPopulation of Jordan by governorate 
(As of Nov. 10, 1979) 


MENTTf™- 


Number Number 
of of 
quarters families 


Number of inhabitants 


Mates Females 


nit y l in* in 


ian 

3,853 

176,989 

622,454 

565.296 

1487,750 


3,043 

89,128 

315,100 

296,558 

611,658 

a’ 

758 

22,835 

78,884 

72,498 

151,382 

k 

535 

19,071 

66,021 

60,061 

126,082 

in 

295 

12,225 

42,518 

32,883 

75,401 

1 

s/m 

32,0248 1424,977 1,027,296 

2452473 


Population of Jordan by city, town 
.and village 
(As on Nov. 10, 1979) 


o. LTC 


Number Number 




quarters families Males Females 


lion 

1,435 

99,200 

340,008 

308,579 

iqs in 

• ndUST L 

. 753 

31,151 

112,935 

102,752 

303 

16,087 

57,947 

55,007 

143 

6JB68 

25,786 

23,846 

'■'* -a 

179. 

6,667 

22,982 

22,709 


140 

8,433 

17,000 

15.866 

...-■I'aba 

•127 

3,989 

14,814 

13,695 

* ■ ■ ■ . v uha- - - 

• ' 143' 

3,808 

13,999 

13,293 

" '..ba 

96 

4,678 

16,364 

10,622 

• V- liSeer 

"286 

3,994 

12,849 

11,648 

., . : teller Camp 

114 

3,055 

12,684 

11345 

^ ‘ cileh 

67 

3,482 

11,780 

9,662 


68 

• 3,016 

11,022 

10,377 

Ich 

38 

1,927 

6,462 

6.033 

M'Mnf 

4ussbeirfeh 

44 

1,729 

.' 6,461 

5,591 

ib/ Al-Ouneitra 50 

1.5S2 

6,336 

5372 

.ik 

48 

1,899 

6,066 

5,739 

. -Vin 

30 

1,740 

6,021 

5387 

;h 

74 

1,454 

5,279 

4,826 

1 Camp/Jerash 45 

1,520 

4.752 

4,839 

injah* 

24- 

1476 

. 4,718 

4,404 

. iusn Camp 

45 

1,426 

. 4.354 

4,438 

:.i . lusn 

. 34 - 

li353 

- 4,405 

4,076 

;V- : ' th Shourieh 

25 

1,146.‘ 

4349 

4,055 

' 42 

1.228 

4,109 

3,748 


vfashare 
j»r i” >l f-Camp 

,NS Ulf & 

‘ .Su'eimeh 




4,000 

.3,822 

3,691 

.3,560 

3,523 

3,240 

3,146 

3,142: 

3,102 

3,945. 


3,148 

2,975 

2.962 

2,900 

2£48 

2^80’ 


648487 

215487 

112454 

49.622 

45291 

32466 

28409 

27^92 

26^86 

24,497 

24429 

21,442 

2U99 

12A95 

12452 
11408 
11405 
11308 
10,105 
9491 
9422 
8,792 
8,481 
8AM 
7457 
7,721 
• 74® 
7429 1 
6405 

6/S71 
6415 
6408 
64*2 
5^58 
1 5,525- 


Jdeita 

Sakhrah 

Na'ur 

Al-Shajarah 

Khraiymeh 

Huwara 

Al-Taiybeh/ 

Al-Qaisiyeh 

Al-Duleil 

Deir Abu Sa’td 

Eidoun 

’Ein Janneh 

Beit Ras 

Wadi Musa 

Ajloun 

Al-Sukhneh 

*Ai 

Abu ’Alan da 

Al-Hashimiyeh 

Kufr Youba 

Al-Mazar 

Waqqas 

AJ-Mugheer 

Bushra 

Talibiya Camp 

Sakeb 
Mahis 
Kufr Alma 
Samma 

Al-Ashrafiyah/ 
AJ-Koora 
Kufr Assau 
Khreibet Al-Sooq 
.AI-Karameh 
Al Hasa 
Malwa 
Beit Yaffa 
Ibbin 
Irhaba 
Kufr 'Awan 
Sal 

Kufr Soum 
Deir Yousuf 
Sahm AI-Kufarat 
Farat Al- 
Hashimiyeh 
’Ein Al-Pasha 
Rawda/ South 
Shoundh 
Wadi al Yabis 

.'Inbeh 

Juweideh 


21 

801 

2,766 

2,663 

5,429 

20 

685 

2,648 

2,567 

52215 

37 

846 

2,581 

2,618 

5,199 

16 

727 

2,593 

2,483 

5,076 

30 

760 

2,715 

2.346 

5,061 

17 

738 

2,563 

2.480 

5,M3 

13 

694 

2.533 

2.361 

4,894 

22 

663 

2.411 

2.390 

4301 

19 

708 

2.404 

2,313 

4,717 

27 

677 

2.477 

2J2Q 

4,697 

13 

653 

2.408 

2.251 

4,659 

21 

606 

2,419 

2,211 

4,630 

12 

600 

2,436 

2,174 

4310 

15 

708 

2,178 

2,373 

4,551 

19 

622 

2,207 

2,180 

4,387 

19 

690 

2,256 

2,061 

4,317 

12 

589 

2 -15-) 

1,950 

4,202 

13 

536 

2335 

1,644 

4,179 

24 

563 

2,106 

2,052 

4,158 

12 

601 

2,121 

2,033 

4454 

29 

602 

2,148 

1.849 

3397 

24 

534 

2,095 

1.S98 

3,993 

12 

534 

2.042 

1,950 

3,992 

15 

584 

1.976 

1,973 

3JM9 

10 

634 

2,060 

1,859 

3319 

8 

482 

2,042 

1,850 

3392 

26 

585 

1,953 

1,885 

3338 

12 

532 

1.911 

1,881 

3,792 

19 

506 

1,852 

1,820 

3/672 

12 

535 

1,855 

1.792 

3*47 

10 

509 

1.767 

1.801 

3368 

31 

617 

1,941 

1,600 

3341 

12 

625 

1.958 

1,573 

3331 

21 

537 

1.792 

1.666 

3^58 

16 

448 

1.S37 

1,620 

3 AS? 

10 

465 

1,701 

1,587 

34 88 

11 

437 

1.692 

1,571 

3363 

9 

475 

1,693 

1,564 

3,257 

S 

432 

1.722 

1,534 

3056 

19 

453 

1,670 

1 *586 

3256 

12 

486 

1.730 

1,523 

3053 

18 

540 

1,649 

1.589 

3038 

15 

478 

1,618 

1,539 

3,157 

18 

428 

1,659 

1,482 

3041 

22 

477 

1,571 

1,510 

3,081 

31 

458 

1,514 

1.525 

3,039 

8 

412 

1,554 

1,480 

3334 

7 

429 

1,544 : 

1,470 

3,014 


Population growth of main urban centres 
(1961-79) 


Town 

Amman 

Zarqa 

Irbid 

Salt 

Karak 

Ma'an 

Aqaba 

Eak Bank 


1961 

Population 

246,475 

96,080 

44.6S5 

16476 

7,422 

6,643 

8,908 

960*776 


Rate of 
1979 growth 

Population (per cent) 

648,587 5.37 

21.587 4.49 

112,864 5.15 

32,866 3.94 

11,805 2.58 

11,308 2.95 

26,986 6.15 

2J52J173 445 


TO FOURTH ^ 
"CIRCLE" 


■ CIRCLE 


access to Third Circle. The bridge, 
which is now complete, passes 
over one end of the Wadi Saqra 
Road and has the effect of level- 
ling off the bottom of the dip in 
King Hussein Ibn Ali Street. 

The Wadi Saqra Road, which 
will ran over two kilometres in the 
valley between Jabal Amman and 
Shmeisani. is designed to carry the 
heavy flow of traffic coming into 
downtown Amman from the 
Sports City area away from Jabal 
Amman and. in particular, from 
the already heavily congested 
Third Circle. 

The new road starts at the Wadi 
Saqra Circle, which links 
Shmeisani with Fifth Circle, and 
will join an existing road already 
bearing the same name which runs 
from just below the Holiday Inn to 
Prince Mohammad Street" in the 
.valley between Jabal Luweibdeh 
and Jabal Amman. The point 
where the new and old roads meet 
will pass under Hussein Ibn Ali 
Street. Only the bridge over this 
underpass was given the same 
dateline for completion, the rest of 
the project being scheduled for 
completion later this year. 

General Equipment Company 
is the sole contractor for both pro- 
jects, which have a total value of 
about JD 3.6 million. Another 
local engineering firm, Jouzy and 
Partners are also engaged on both 
the Shmeisani Interchange and 
Wadi Saqra Road as consultants. 

The main construction work on 
•the interchange was finished by 
the end of October, after the first 
of (he season's storms but before 
the worst, which came at the end 
of November. A source at the 
municipality said this week that 
the contractors had. up to that 
point, “done a pretty good job of 
keeping to schedule", in spite of a 
few change in construction plans. 
The source cited as an example the 
fact that excavation of the tunnel, 
originally planned to be dyna- 
mited, had to be altered due to the 
dose proximity of the civil defence 
building. A minimum amount of 
explosives could in fact be used, 
most of the excavating being done 
with slower mechanical means. 

Thus by early November all that 
remained to be done were the fin- 
ishing works such as paving of 
roads and sidewalks, the laying 
down of curbstones and instal- 
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How the Shmeisani Interchange will look when complete, next month major points in the surrounding area. The arrows show turning points 
Traffic will flow in 18 out of an optimum 20 directions between the five on the intersection to be controlled by vehicle-actuated lights. 

iation of traffic lights, road signs 
and the like. The ensuing floods, 
which caused soil erosion, brought 
work on the paving to a standstill. 

This work could have been com- 
pleted in a week or two, at most, 
the source at the municipality said. 

Almost nothing was achieved in 
the month of December and 
although January got off to a fine 
start, ihis weekend's snow bodes 
ill for the goal of finishing this 
month. 

However, the rains had other, 
more indirect adverse effects on 
the contractor's being able to fin- 
ish the work. The whole area on 
which the interchange is built is 
heavily congested with sewerage 
and water pipes,- power cables and 
telephone lines, all of which con- 
verge on this central and strateg- 
ically important area. 

The various government agen- 
cies concerned with these services, 
such as the Amman Water and 
Sewerage Authority (A WS A), the 
Telecommunications Corporation 
and the Jordan Electricity Com- 
pany, all had re-routing and An overall view of the interchange from the direction ofthe Fourth Circle looking across to the Civil 

expansion work to complete Defence building. 

before paving could be done by and transported elsewhere. (existing routes already provide With the ramps making left turn: 

the contractors. Heavy demand on Two of the owners of General for this) nor will it be able to turn off the major thoroughfares poss 

these agencies to attend to more Equipment Company, Mr. Na'im left from the' Ministry of Interior ible, a maximum number of dif 
urge! matters, particularly repair Tuma and Mr. Khalil Haddadin in the direction of Abdali (the Salt ferent directions in traffic ij 
work as a result of the floods, has explained to this reporter how as a road already ca rries traffic in this achieved, 
meant delay. Even now some of result of all these delaying factors direction). Two major innovations it 

this work has still to be done. beyond the company's control, it By far the heaviest anticipated traffic engineering in Jordan havi 
The Telecommunications Cor- had “a very fair case for not being flow of traffic will be between the been incorporated inio the desigi 
poration has just finished redi- liable to pay any part of what Ministry of Interior roundabout of the interchange, the source a 
reeling 900 lines, and A WSA is in would be a very large fine." and Third Cirde. Traffic between the municipality explained, 
the process of repairing a 35- “We may have to go to court, these two points will pass through For the first time in Amman 
centimetre water and drainage but our case is very clear.” the tunnel, 280 metres long and vehicle-actuated traffic lights am 

pipe running from Jabal Amman There is another mitigating fac- four lanes wide (two lanes in each push-button pedestrian crossing 
to the Abdali area. The power tor. Mr. Tuma added. Two weeks direction divided by a central will be in operation. Vehicle 
lines have been finished by the ago additional work was agreed wall). The minimum dearance of actuated lights, which have onl; 
Jordan Electririty Company, upon with the client. This involves the tunnel is five metres which will been used in the West for aboii 
One of the consultants a modification to surface drains in provide ample room for buses and ten years, operate elect roni call) 
explained how it had been the interchange area, which will be heavy lorries as well as lighter veh- The changing of lights, instead o 
planned from the outset of the the only part of the whole area to icles. being fixed according to presei 

Shmeisani project to not only have a drainage system at all. Traffic between the Ministry of time iniervals, varies according t< 

improve traffic conditions in the a total of 240 labourers have Interior roundabout and Fourth the actual volume of traffic, 

area but also to Improve and been working on the site (evenly Circle will cross over a three span Equipment for electronic light 
extend services to the rapidly divided between skilled and casual bridge 45.5 metres long and four is basically the same as the stan 
expanding surrounding residential labour), in addition to four lanes wide. Although the bridge dard ones, but there are additions 
areas. This work was essential engineers, four surveyors and five will be finished along with the rest detecting devices in the pavemen 
since the utilities in the area gen- foremen. In summer the work was of the interchange, the road will of the road and an electronic con 
erally date back 20 years. In that done round the dock in two shifts, not be open until the street run- trailer. When a car passes over thi 
time virtually the whole of although this has not been poss- ning from the interchange to detector, it sends a signal to th 
Shmeisani has been built up. ible in winter due to the cold. Fourth Circle (called August II controller, which can then cal 
Another hazard delaying com- The Shmeisani Interchange was Street) is ready. August 1 1 Street is culate the traffic flow on eacl 

pletion is the continual pumping designed by Jouzy and Partners currently cut in two by the new road. The controller will time am 
of water into the area from build- with the aim of satisfying expected Wadi Saqra Road. Work on the phase the signals accordine to thi 
ing sites outside the limits of the growth in demand created by underpass has been delayed even traffic flow/This "system, which i 
contractor’s work. As one con- rapidly increasing traffic over a more than the interchange by the of course much more expensivi 
sultant said “even on sunny days period of 15 years (from 1977, bad weather, but it is hoped that than the traditional one work 
the water comes down from such w hen the design was submitted), the underpass and back fill will be best at intersections where th< 
sites as the Arab Bank building The interchange will accom- finished by spring. The contractor traffic flow varies considerably oi 

site near the Haya Arts Centre, modate two-way traffic flows bet- explained that work, if unin- each road. As one enginee 
The Amman governor was trying wee n five major parts of the temipted bv rain, would take explained, in areas where all road' 
to stop this but has presumably not neighbourhood. Eighteen out of about two months. are heavily congested and demanc 

succeeded so far.” Such water an optimum 20 traffic flows are Traffic flowing between Fifth is equal on all roads, elect ronicalh 

should be pumped into tankers achieved with traffic being able to Cirde and Abdali and Third Cir- operated lights have no advanmo^ 

e in any direction between de will pass under the bridge and over standard lights functioi 
d Circle, Fourth Circle, Fifth over the tunnel. “ according to a preset program 

le. Ministry of Interior and Four one-lane ramps leading up Although much more expeti: 
lali with two exception: traffic from the ground to the level of the electronic vehicle-actuated lii 
not be able to turn left from bridge make the interchange have the advantage of requi 
rth Circle towards Fifth Circle diamond shaped (see drawing), less maintenance. 


TODAY’S 

WEATHER 


It will be partly cloudy with a 
slight cooling in temperatures and 
a chance of light showers in north- 
ern parts. The wind will be south- 
easterly becoming southwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be fine 
with northerly moderate winds 
and calm seas. 


and transported elsewhere. 

Two of the owners of General 
Equipment Company, Mr. Na'im 
Tuma and Mr. Khalil Haddadin 
explained to this reporter how as a 
result of all these delaying factors 
beyond the company's control, it 
had “a very fair case for not being 
liable to pay any part of what 
would be a very large fine.” 

“We may have to go to court, 
but our case is very dear.” 

There is another mitigating fac- 
tor. Mr. Tuma added. Two weeks 
ago additional work was agreed 
upon with the client. This involves 
a modification to surface drains in 
the interchange area, which will be 
the only part of the whole area to 
have a drainage system at all. 

A total of 240 labourers have 
been working on the site (evenly 
divided between skilled and casual 
labour), in addition to four 
engineers, four surveyors and five 
foremen. In summer the work was 
done round the dock in two shifts, 
although this has not been poss- 
ible in winter due to the cold. 

The Shmeisani Interchange was 
designed by Jouzy and Partners 
with the aim of satisfying expected 
growth in demand created by 
rapidly increasing traffic over a 
period of 15 years (from 1977, 
when the design was submitted). 

The interchange will accom- 
modate two-way traffic flows bet- 
ween five major parts of the 
neighbourhood. Eighteen out of 
an optimum 20 traffic flows are 
achieved with traffic being able to 
move in any direction between 
Third Circle, Fourth Cirde, Fifth 
Circle, Ministry of Interior and 
Abdali with two exception: traffic 
will not be able to turn left from 
Fourth Circle towards Fifth Circle 


With the ramps making left turns 
off the major thoroughfares poss- 
ible, a maximum number of dif- 
ferent directions in traffic is 
achieved. 

Two major innovations in 
traffic engineering in Jordan have 
been incorporated inio the design 
of the interchange, the source at 
the municipality explained. 

For the first time in Amman, 
vehicle-actuated traffic lights and 
push-button pedestrian crossings- 
will be in operation. Vehicle- 
actuated lights, which have only 
been used in the West for about 
ten years, operate electronically. 
The changing of lights, instead of 
being fixed according to preset 
time intervals, varies according to 
the actual volume of traffic. 

Equipment for electronic lights 
is basically the same as the stan- 
dard ones, but there are additional 
detecting devices in the pavement 
of the road and an electronic con- 
troller. When a car passes over the 
detector, it sends a signal to the 
controller, which can then cal- 
culate the traffic flow on each 
road. The controller will time and 
phase the signals according to the 
traffic flow. This system, which is 
of course much more expensive 
than the traditional one, works 
best at intersections where the 
traffic flow varies considerably on 
each road. As one engineer 
explained, in areas where alt roads 
are heavily congested and demand 
is equal on ali roads, electronically 
operated lights have no advantage- 
over standard lights functioning 
according to a preset programme. 
Although much more expensive, 
electronic vehicle-actuated lights 
have the advantage of requiring 
less maintenance. 


Amman 
Aqaba 
Deserts 
Jordan Valley 


OvenxSghl Daytime 
low high 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 


U.S. dollar 292.50/294.50 

U.K. sterling 662.30/66630 
West German mark 171.70/17240 


Swiss franc 
Italian lire 
(for every 100) 
French franc 
Japanese yen 
(for every 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Belgium franc - 
Swedish crown 


1 86.50/1 S7.60 

36.60/36.80 

72.91V73.30 

126.40/127.20 
154.90/155.80 
10530/105..90 
70.90/71 JO 


A M VI AN STOCK EX CHANGE REPORT 

Name of Company 

Par Value 

Number 




Lime and Silicate Brick 


Traded 

High 



Industries Co. 

JD 5.000 

800 

5.000 

4.950 

5.000 

Islamic Bank 

JD 1.000 

250 

2.440 

2.440 

2 -140 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

JD 1.000 

82845 

1.610 

1.500 

1.610 

Arab Investment Bank 

JD 1.000 

2800 

1.250 

1.250 

1.250 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

JD 1.000 

15200 

1.850 

1.640 

1.850 

Arab Banl Co. 

JD 10.000 

50 

90. OX) 

yo.ooo 

90.000 

General Insurance Co. 

JD 1.000 

5000 

1-450 

1.450 

1.450 

Dar Al Dawa Development 






and Investment Co. 

JD 1.000 

600 

3.500 

3.500 

3.500 

Dar Al Sah'ab 

JD 1.000 

5600 

1.140 

1.060 

1.140 

Industrial, Commercial 






and Agricultural Co. 

JD 1 .000 

5650 

2.600 

2.570 

2.580 

Arab International Hotels Co. 

JD 1.000 

4850 

0.770 

u.750 

0.770 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Co. 

JD 5.000 

23 

24.000 

24.000 

24.000 

Arab Company for Aluminium Industries 

JD 1.000 

2300 

1.420 

1.400 

1.400 

Jordan Electricity Co. 

JD 1.000 

300 

1.440 

1.440 

1.440 

Jordan Worsted Mills Co. 

JD 1.000 

100 

2.700 

2.700 

2.700 

Jordan Cement Factories Co. 

JD 10.000 

435 

19.800 

19.700 

19.700 

Jordan Ceramic Industries Co. 

JD 1.000 

550 

1.160 

1.150 

1.160 

Jordan Spinning and Weaving Co. 

JD 1.000 

547 

0.720 

0.720 

0.720 

Jordan Paper and Card boa nf Factories Co. 

JD 1.000 

560 

0.980 

0.980 

0.980 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. 

JD 5.000 

4154 

9.250 

9.050 

9.200- 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. 

JD 1.000 

6500 

2.900 

2.800 ' 

2.900 

Arab Chemical Detergents Industries Co. 

JD 1.000 

• 3850 

1.950 

1.950 

1.950 

Int. Construction and Investment Co. 

JD 1.000 

10000 

0.950 

0.940 

0.950 

National Steel Industry 

JD 10.000 

250 

15.000 

15.000 

.15.000 

Total Volume Traded on Tuesday, Jan. 8, 

1980: JD 291 375 




Total number of shares traded: 153,2T7 






Government Development Ronds 

Number 

Volume 



Year of Maturity 

Par Value 

Traded 

Traded 

High 

Low 

1980 

JD 5.000 

12 

60 

5.020 

5.020 

1986 

JD 5.000 

12 

60 

5.030 

5.030 

1989 

JD 10.000 

1013 

10130 

10.020 

10.020 

Total Volume Traded on Tuesday, Jam. 8, 

1980: 





JD 10450 






Total number of bonds traded: 1,097. 
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West Indies defeat Western Australia 


PERTH. Australia. Jan. S rRl— The West Indies cricketers 
warmed up for their one-day international against England in 
Melbourne on Saturday with a thrilling four wickets win over 
Western Australia in a 50-overs-a-side'game here today. Set a 
target of 224 the West Indies squeezed home with five balls to 


spare. The victory avenged an eight wickets defeat the tourists 
suffered in their four-day match against Western Australia, which 
ended a day early yesterday. Derek Parry took the West Indies to 
victory with a cover drive which brought him two runs off the first 
ball of the final over bowled by Graeme Porter. 


Navratilova wins tennis championship 

LAN* DOVER. Maryland. Jan. 8 (API— Inspired by a double dose 
of incentives Martina Navratilova was devastating. Losing only 
eight points in the final set. the powerful left-hander completed a 
6-2, 6-1 romp over Tracy Austin to win the $250,000 Women's 
Series Tennis Championship last night. Navratilova not only reaf- 
firmed her no. 1 world ranking in a tournament which officially 
ended the 19'9 tour, but also convincingly halted a four-match 
losing streak to Austin. "I don't know if I was ever more con- 
sistent and overpowering at the same time." said the Czechos- 
lovakia native. "I felt like 1 could make any shot, and I almost 
could.” 

Austin, who twice downed Chris Evert Lloyd in the six-day 
event, summed up her defeat during the awards ccremonv: "Mar- 
tina played awfulh weii... Whew." Austin told the crowd of 9 .01)0 
in Capital Centre. "I've never seen her play this well.” Nav- 
ratilov a not only established the tempo which allowed her to make 
good use of her <crve -and -volley game. But she also turned tables 
on Austin and chased the little baseline performer all over the 
coun. 


The tournament boasted the eight leading platen from the 
1979 tour. Llovd. seeded no. I off _rtic point starwings. took thinj 
place with a 6-1. 6-1 victory over fifth-veeded Aittnlun Wendy 
Turnbull Navratilova, the WimWeikm winner who topped the 
eamines list last year with $691,148. ^ at* 

Austin third. Although she already wav ranked no. 1 m the wnthf. 
Navratilova » wary that a defeat in ««Mld 

jeopardise her standing. Navratilova ennird $.5,000 for the sid- 
les championship and another S15.f>00 tor sharing the JouMev 
title with Billie Jean Ring. 

Australia edges out England 

SYDNEY Jan S fR>- Australian captain Cireg Ch:tppel!-hit a n 
unbeaten 9S here today to lead his side to a com inemg u\ wickets 
win over Eneland on the fourth day of the second cricket test, 11* 
win save Australia a decisive 2-U lead in the three -test series. 
Thev won the first lest in Perth three weeks ago by MS runs. Greg 
Chappell fiuinejv hit the winning run when he smashed a Mow trail 
from Ian Botham over mkl-wicket to the boumlan . vendmg sev- 
oral thousands delighted spectators racing on to tire field as tfe 
players ran for the safety of the pavilion. 


The ‘Roaring Tiger’ that crippled a yacht race 


.An inquest is now under way into yacht racing’s 
biggest tragedy-the disastrous 1979 Fastnet 
race. But already officials have a picture of 
what happened on the August day when the 
cream of international racing yachts were hit 
by freak weather: a “low” which turned out to 
be a “roaring tiger” that savaged the entire 
fleet. 


LONDON: The biggest 
inquest in the history of 
international yacht racing is 
now being completed to find 
out exactly what happened 
during a night and a day of 
storms which turned the 
1979 Fastnet classic into the 
worst disaster the sport has 
ever suffered. 

Fifteen yachtsmen were 
drowned and 23 yachts 
abandoned or sunk during 
the 600-mile race in August, 
run between the British and 
Irish coasts. 

And although no general 
conclusions are being 
offered by the yachting 
authorities while the inquiry 
proceeds, the main reasons 
for the tragedy will likely be 
shown to be abnormal 
weather conditions and vic- 


ious 40-foot vertical seas 
kicked against an under- 
water shoal. 

Officials of -the Royal 
Yachting Association and 
the sponsoring club, the 
-Royal Ocean Racing Club, 
have spent weeks sifting 
questionnaires completed 
by surviving skippers and 
crews from the 302 yachts 
that started from Cowes, Isle 
of Wight. 

Several facts have become 
accepted as beyond dispute. 
The size of the yachts- 
involved does not appear to 
have been an important fac- 
tor in the risk of accident or 
of being overwhelmed by the 
high seas and hurricane 
force winds. The yacht 
classes “three" and “four" 


each lost more yachtsmen 
than the smallest class of all - 
class "five". And classes 
“three" and “five" each lost 
two yachts while class 
“four" lost one yacht 
Much criticism has been 
levelled at modern trends in 
yacht design on the basis 
that some of the boats racing 
(admitted under the Inter- 
national Offshore Rule) were 
too flimsy for heavy weather 
conditions. In fact, the evi- 
dence now shows that the 
losses were not restricted to 
any particular type of yacht 
design. The five boats that 
were sunk varied widely in 
their sizes and types. 

The yachting authorities 
have established that none 
of the stricken vessels were 
extreme designs with doubt- 
ful sea-keeping charac- 
teristics such as big open 
cockpits or ultra-light dis- 
placement. 

Neither can the Royal 
Ocean Racing Club find a 
common thread of accidents 
which caused the 15 racing 
yachtsmen to lose their lives. 
Some were swept over- 


board. Some were lost while 
taking to their liferafts. Some 
died while transferring to 
helicopters and rescue 
ships. 

But a clear picture has 
emerged of the abnormal 
weather conditions which 
swept the area catching the 
entire fleet strung out bet- 
ween the English coast and 
the southern Irish coast 
where the Fastnet Rock- 
turning point in the 
race-lies. 

An area of low pressure 
moved across the north 
Atlantic from west to east as 
the yachts were heading 
west out of the English 
Channel. Until it reached 
mid-Atlantic it looked to the 
weather men no different 
than dozens of other similar 
“lows" that had swept 
across during a period of 
poor weather unusual for 
August. 

But suddenly the “low" 
deepened in intensity. Its 
central pressure which gov- 
erned the force of its winds 
fell from 1004 millibars on 



Two hundred of the 400 boats taking part in the “Admiralty’s 
Cup" race were surprised by a hurricane in the Irish Sea which 
caused some 30 deaths. Here the American yacht, “Ariadne” 
floats with its mast pulled out by the storm. (Gamma photo) 


Sunday Aug. 12 to 982 mil- 
libars by midnight Monday 
Aug. 13 when it hit the racing 
fleet. “At first the official 
view was that the low was a 
dead duck. But it turned out 
to be a roaring tiger," com- 
mented one weatherman. 

Winds in the area rose to 


more than 60 knots. The 
Labadle Banks shoal is 34 
fathoms-half the depth of 
the surrounding sea area. 
The sudden storm kicked up 
vertical waves across the 
banks which knocked down 
boats, swamped others, and 
almost certainly caused the 


capsize of a racing trimaran 
which was following the 
race. The crew of four died. 

The racing authorities are 
almost certain to tighten up 
standards of yacht design 
acceptable in offshore 
events as a result of the 
tragedy. 

Particular suspicion is 
being cast at the novel 
carbon-fibre rudders which 
many top yachtsmen had 
fitted because of their 
weight-saving. The rules 
governing the use of such 
exotic materials are likely to 
be much stricter in future. 
The lessons of the 1979 
Fastnet wilt be long- 
remembered and wilt influ- 
ence the future of offshore 
yacht racing. 

But to capture the atmos- 
phere of that terrible night 
one must turn to the per- 
sonal accounts that are now 
starting to emerge in articles 
and books. 

The first book to tell the 
story Is Fastnet ‘79-The 
Story of Ailish III written by 
Len Gardner, yachtsman and 


former secretary of the Crty 
of London Little Ship Club, 
and published by Godwin! 
Telling of the moment his 
boat was knocked down by 
the seas--the yachtsman's 
ultimate horror-he writes. 
“A long wave started to 
break somewhere ahead of 
us. It hit the side of the cabin 
with enormous force. Stur-f 
dily built as she is, Ailish 
could no longer stand up to 
such a punishing blow. She 
turned away into the waves 
and rolled into the sea. 

"We were knocked down 
As we went down my head 
went under 1 felt warm sea 
water running into my nos- 
trils. The mast was now in the 
water and the spreaders 
pointed beneath the surface. 
If we were going to lose our 
mast this was going to be the 
moment." 

Aiiish's mast stood the 
strain and boat and crew 
survived to tell the tale. Not 
all the Fastnet competitors 
were so fortunate. 
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AMMAN M J\ Itl.’II PLACE 


TRANSPORTATION 


R F S r A U H A N r S 


*£M 

r-4-CA* • “V 



'A 

BRAND NEW V 

A 


b* «4F; a 

^MODELS 



I k re a nt II 
j TL'CCL^cm j 

; NEW MODELS ! 

I LONG OR SHORT TERM I 

CALL 641 3?, 8 TODAY | 

■ 

” Shmcisani, Next to Omar | 
I Khayyam Hotel. 


Td. 39197 




RACKING & CRATING 
AIR t SEA FREIGHT 
TRAVEL & TOURISM 

mm HUSSEIN 8T- fiO&Ult 
. TSLaMtt,li77l,8SUl 


I FOR: 

1 II 

SHIPPING TRAVEL & TOURISM 
INSURANCE-CLEARANCE 
AIR FREIGHT-PACKING 

!■ 

1 P* 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

I I 
1 

i L 

■in 

■ R 

■IS 

|UJJ5^^amin kawar a sons 

Tel. 37195, 22324-5-6-7-8-9 

tu 21 21 2. 21 S?0. 21 634 
P C) Cox 7 BOP An in, t n j 


SUPERMARKETS 


SUPERMARKET 

FRESH DAILY!! 

meat, fruits & vegetables 
Plus big assortment, of 
foodstuffs and beverages 
5th Circle, Orthodox Cltib Rd. 
Tel. 44880 


, ^g/abai -£tufie6?eA 

i For fresh meat and a com- 
plete selection of imported 
foodstuffs visit us today. 
Opp. Fataleh Pharmacy 
near Eagle Travel Agency. 
See Abou Fuad in our 
butchery for the finest meat. 


FURNITURE 


'* 

■/..A- if 


"for fin* Italian food 
with* warm ambience; 
e all 42828 for rawer- 
rations. Prince Moh’d 
St; across from Qtty 
Bank. 





£njoy on Enchanted vxmng - 
c SuhcX food and the music of 

Jjxi <z/l/lpaorxlaa. 



■r 


LTlIZAT.T 1 





RESTAURANT 

Wadi Esseer St, below AD-DAR 




Wo would like to wtah all our 
customers Seasons Greetings 
and invite you to a diruw- 
adance on Dec. 2S0i and the 
"31st Reservations can be 
made at the restaurant 


miscellaneous 





V 

For Betamax, . 
televisions,stereos and 
other sony products: 
Agent and distributor 


FEEL AT HOME ! 
AT BEEFY!! I 

Stop in for or take-away your | 
favourite ham-w 

burgers, pizzas, 1 

BLL FY chicken tikka, ice I 
cream, milk ■ 
shakes & more at " 


&Dakhaiie 


WELCOME 

■eawwa m 


CHICKEN-TIK 
INN. * 

We present you 

• Chicken Tunduri 

• - Chicken Tikka 

• MuttofNMka 

• Seekh Kabab 

and 

• Korma, Curry 


• Tunduri Roughm-Nan 

• Tunduri Paratha 

• Tunduri Sheermal 

We hop* you will rmaSti 
•njoy our DELICIOUS 


Prince Mohammad Street 
(Wadi Seer Rd.), opposite 
City Bank 



■M-1 A 


ILJJiajGJSiBtZa 


AQABA 



I 


Established to promote the pro- B 

serration and marketing of hand- jabasm m 
made articles by Jordanian crafts - . JCWP * 3f H 
men. Visit us soon to see the unique 
and practical Items at thedenter (see auawttI 3N0 f 
. map). omc* C * CLB / 

Jordan Craft Development Center 
Telephone 44555 P.O. Box 2701 . cSfSbm*’. 


AZF* 

CwSrSfeNTEft J 


OHlm D H iTAU l EJ UlT 

We welcome you to AQaba! 
Enjoy our China so food in air 
conditioned comfort on your 
next visit. Take-away service 
also. Located next to QrindJays 
Bank above Homan Super- 
market. ’ 

Tot. 04*416 -Aoebe. 


Relax In obmtortand ease 
Aqaba Holiday Inn where cW-. 
dren under I2^stay tree Mjj 
sharing the stttne room 
their parents. 

• l.04Se-7-8TlxJ?>F 
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v? : FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. JAN. 9. 1980 

WJVOURDA..Y ■ 1 

^ Horoscope 

gflgl • from CarroH RJflhter Institute i 

' ^ »UV 1 I. ■ * ' 

ir.-, . ' 1 'lVi|. GENERAL TENDENCIES: Taking care of annoying 
. irobiems whore others are concerned can be the order of 
f 1 • : ii •? he day. Be exact and precise in whatever you say or do to 
’ ! • . i ',^' prevent tension and strain. 

;**' • m . j ^ ARIES (Mar.' 21 to Apr. 19) Yoa want to revise a con- 
Huui.; , :i with a partner but this is not the right day to do so. 

* 1,11 ;i> sure to carxy through with agreements with others. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Some amusement you 
lad looked forward to may not materialize, or there is 
ielay. Take time ior improving health and enjoy life more. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get rid of whatever keeps 
/ou from doing good work, and improve relations with 
fellow workers. A special thought for mate is appreciated, 
don x ,‘J!’ MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Do not permit 
tjhii ^ some condition at home to get you off balance and then it 
. o> ji (|l J ‘ - resolves itself satisfactorily. Silence is golden today. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Show more concern for aides 
•J:, -’ i ... ^ neighbors. Don't be frustrated if some social plans do 

h, : r./^oot worts cot as you anticipated, 
iv., vo ..J VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Handle an important 
;‘ C ' !V ■ ■ « ! j..- e ' :j5n&nci&l matter well or you could lose out where it counts 
*t i!it- K.fip o; most. Concentrate on adding to present income. 

1 ^,": LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Situations do not work out 
\;;v .j as you had planned, but don’t Let this frustrate you — it is 
• N' ks' i.jpr vi .j.for the best. Don't argue with others and avoid trouble. 

> P»-' : : -stiii.'i tn ; ’ SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Take time to clear up 
l|n^ ,r . (Some matters that have kept you miserable for some time. 

> ,r :ju ihf.pjjj, ^ get in to an altercation with a close tie. 

^ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you go out 
jn-nv • • V ' P ' 'socially, don’t expect too much of others. Try to be more- 

luniviV? “independent Adopt a more conciliatory attitude. 

Vi,.;, CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Showing you are a 

j '.^'^conscientious citizen will make this a satisfactory day. Be 
a r*... v ,..h ,^-sure to handle credit affairs wisely. 
crrr. AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You can mak e pro- 

w ^ ‘ I gress via new directions now but iron out any wrinkles in 
ft! " ‘ plans. Don’t commit yourself with a new contact now. 
h c - ri.vi*. PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Handle every detail of any 
ani tvi’t v! promises you have made to others, although you are 
Ml h.i :,-M (^ thinking of making changes. A loved one needs help. 

U> 


nancial tw“" 
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BOREN BRIDGE 


I BY. CHARLES H. GOREN '■ Declarer won and led a low 

[. AMD OMAR SHARIF - spade. By using the ace of 

I’* 1871 .* <****> Tribune spades an(J & ^ mond ruff as 

r ; -v. ■* . entries to ruff two spades in 

lather vulnerable. South dummy, he was able to set up 

p£hL the fifth spade, thus making 

•it* -.-NORTH his contract, 

gs*'.-# 7 3- There are certain types of 

[?&' Q 10 8 3 hands on which a trump lead 

: 9Q63 is strongly indicated. One is 

♦ A 242 where deeJarer has bid two 

.v, EAST - suits and dummy has sup- 

■ K 10 9 5 - ported only one of them, and 

iiV. - -.' V 6 .'•that has become the trump 

fflVT ^ J I i-Aw ijU Now a trump lead will, 

T Q 9 8 3 K •- almost invariably, produce 

JLiL-UM SOUTH ' the best result, because it 

||l|f|| A + AJ642 might prevent declarer from 

... . V A K J 9 5 setting up Ms other suit by 

KEN'lW 0 10 ruffing in dummy. 

Illll ' * J 5 Note the difference if 


NORTH 

%<]■-+ 73- 

w Q 10 8 3 
0 Q 6 3 
♦ A 742 

EAST ." 
K 10 9 5 
ivr-. v 6 


INDIA ♦ A J 6 42 
KEN-Tir ^o K,9S 

inn. • 5 

preset w Narth Eagt 

chor. Tuttf ♦ Pus 1 NT Paw - 

tycfcp" ^ Pass 3 V vPass 

'O'- 7#«S V Pass Pass Pass 

0 # i, fi hdM 'pening'lead: King of 0 . 

art 

to fiTUi CJf r * “When in doubt,* lead 
rumps" is -an old- bromide, 
it does not have much 
ljr ‘ 4 ' c^^ractica] value. Some players 
know arc always in doubt, 
'QU fi “ -j j a trump lead is predictable 
you *[“£-nay, a near certainty, 
our Quite often a trump open- 
f t»y **!•> is correct. But do not lead 
Mill COOH 1 trump because you are in 
. . 'U^sunJfaibi; do so only when you 
2> ’ . convinced it is the right 
vr<* : K 1 ' ‘ trategy. 

The auction, was routine. 

. u^hen- North supported 
South’s fifth trump' 
^> aa just the extra value he 
- , eededfto go . oh to game. 

vest led the king of 
*■ iamopds “to get a look at 
ummy" then shifted to a- 
,• v 5ump»but it was too .late.' 


the best result, because it 
might prevent declarer from 
setting up Ms other suit by 
ruffing in dummy. 

Note the difference if 
West elects to lead a trump. 
Declarer can win and lead a 
low spade. West wins and 
returns another trump. 
Declarer continues with the 
ace oi spades and a spade 
ruff, but now he is in dummy 
and needs to get to his hand 
quickly to ruff another spade. 
Unfortunately for him, he 
has no way to do so without 
surrendering the lead to the 
defenders. 

East and West must still 
exercise a modicum of care. 
The defenders must make 
sure that West wins 
wMchever minor-suit trick 
declarer concedes, so that he 
can lead a third round of 
trumps to take out dummy's 
last trump. Thus, if declarer 
plays ace and another club, 
East must follow with, the ten 
so that West can win the 
queen and clear the trumps. 

- Remember: Against two- 
suiters, a trump lead is usual- 
ly the best policy. 


They know where to go 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



NITLE 


YOWNS 


MINDOO 


STUJAD 


MUNICH -These young warblers, or wMtethroats, do not yet know 
what life is like when food grows scarce. They are cage birds with no 
experience of the seasons or changes in temperature ami light. But at 
migration time they are instinctively footloose and put cm weight to fly 
from Africa to their summer breeding grounds in Europe and back. 
Ethologists at the Max Planck Institute in Seewiesen, Bavaria, have 
checked the habits of migrant birds at Radolfzell ooservatory in 
Germany for more than a decade, and proved that their sense of 
timing and direction is instinctive and innate. ODaD photo) 


SOMETIMES EVE N 
BETTER THAN A 
tSIRL WITH A MIN] CP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer one 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AMITY BLIMP WALRUS NAUGHT 
Answer: Marriages don't go under when people get 

on this way— SWIMMINGLY 


Peanuts 

..MIX T06E7UEK ANP APP 
SLOWLY 0HE CUP SELF 
RISING FLOUR TO MIX... 


P0 NOT MARE BATTER 
TOO 50FT..IT MUST PROP 
FROM A TABLESPOON INTO 
HOT FAT ABOUT ONE INCH 
PEEP IN FRYING PAN... 


ion United Fertile SvnScmle. Inc. 


HOW CAN WU THINK 
ZUCCHINI FRITTERS ANP 
STILL SET D06 F00P? 




Andy Capp 


YOU 'AVE A LIE IN A/ S , rsp X 
PEX AN 1 I'LL MAKE / q fp fyyy pjv 
YOU A CUP OF SECOND 
COFFEE-* WHERE SHELF J 
DO YOU KEEP IT?K V 


WHAT DO YOU 
PUT IN FIRST. 
vPET-ThE^ 
r water or ^ 
l The milk? , 


r The 1 

WATER 


-AN 1 THE 
KETTLE'S 
>THAT -k 
' THING Wl* 
THE 

v SPOUT j 


ANY MORE OF YOUR 
r UP AN’ YOU CAN -c 
MAKE IT Y'SELFU) 


Mitt 'n 1 Jeff 


SIR, 1 WISH TO 
MARRY YOUR 

daughter! , 


M-M-MY _ 
DAUGHTER? 


YES -“THAT IB 
IF YOU HAVE ONE? 


• ASSET'S 

242.62 

LIABILITIES 

$1.50 

DEPOSITS 

$33,6936*2.21% 




£3^7 r 

^resioentTT 


PRESIDENT] 


Flintstones 

bppyamg-f smiTBi r~^r 
j*./ J L " SH T* B 


..AND/ &OV/ 
CAN X 
USE THIS// 


GOSH / ^ 
IT'S GREAT 
TO &E 
NEEDED / 


la. O 


m 



n 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Betty Jo Punches 


ACROSS 
1 Entree meat 
5 Bit 

9 Honey drink 

13 — La Douce 

14 Battery 
pole 

15 King of 
the Huns 

16 Star's role 
in 35 A 

19 Poetic time 

20 Avian abode 

21 Prelimirwuy 
contest 

22 British 
composer 

23 Preminger 
25 Mended 
28 Horn or 

shine 


29 Grill's 
partner 

32 Arkin 

33 Save up 

34 Corroded 

35 Theatrical 
hit 

39 Chemical 
ending 

40 Far from 
fresh 

41 Goddess 
of discord 

42 Longing 

43 Shredded 

44 Opportunity 

46 Cloy 

47 Mine car 

48 Violin 
family 

51 Beginning 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


M a ueUe V E rTtLJH^mo 
a ClMom A G EMAIL L 0 H 
£11 All Ifg G R All W BO W S 
L 1 VTE TMa E TIN AWN £ D 
R T eJIMtTI RlM 

ill I i I A*! M fTR t C 

MMEr ROM I RIE L AN D 
QjM.I TgMA I N SHF DDA 

lMT t smsTt l Tl* o IS K 


|1 |2 13 14 


62 Edouard’s 
friend 

55 Co-star 

- Of 35 A 

59 Swiss 
painter 

60 Lower In 
rank 

61 Be foolish 

62 Aquatic 
mammal 

63 Greek 
commune 

64 Being: Lat. 

DOWN 

1 — le roii 

2 Gardner 

3 “I met — . . . 

4 Feliow 

5 Flavoring 
plant 

6 Legal wrong 

7 Singular 

S Mai de — 

9 Long: comb, 
form 

10 Case for 
small items 

11 — breve 

12 Computer 
knob 

14 Blue-pencil 

17 About 

18 Swear to 

22 Baxter or 
Francis 

23 Chicago 
airport 


(10 In h2 


125 126 127 


(48 149 150 


by Chicago Tribune-N.Y. News Synd. Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 


THE BETTER HALF. 



M see the curds and whey and over there sits a spider 
. . .all that's missing is a tuffet." 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


EMERGENCIES 


CULTURAL CENTRES (Amman) 


ARRIVALS: 


Dhahnm. Kuwait 
Cairo (EA I 
Dharhran (AZt 
JoUah 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi iRJ.GF) 

Beirut 

Aqaba 

Kuwait (KACj 
Bucharest, Lamaca (Tarooi) 
Bat-Mad (lA) 

Cairo (EAI 
Jeddah (SDH 
Lamaca (O’) 

BrusNck. Geneva 

Cairo 

Benghazi 

Copenhagen. Athens. 

Cairo 

Beirut IMEA) 

Cairo (EA) 

Frank fun. Munich. Damascus (LH | 

Loodon (BA) 

Cairo 


DEPARTLTRES: 

7.S) Bemn 
&?0 Aqaba 
*4? Beirut iMEAl 
Cairo lEA) 

9:25 Rome lAZl 
10:00 Albert.. .Amsierda-n (KLM1 
Il:M.r Benchazi 
IT.1X 1 London 
13:00 Cairo 
14:00 Kuwait 1K.AC1 
14:00 Cairo 

14:lr Lamaca. Bucharest (Taroml 
14.30 BaeWad lIA) 

Cano (EA) 

15. i JO Jeddah iSDli 

)T:05 Lmuo iCI') 

!9l 30 Cairo 

2UJU DuKn. Ra> A1 Khahna 
2I:i'*5 Cairo iEAi 
ZI- 30 Kuu-jir 
22:00 Bacbdsd 
22 l 30 Doha. Mmcu (RJ-GFi 
22:4S Rawalpindi iBai 


Doctors: 

Amman: 

Faveq Kaddoumi l55875/ti2626> 
Isra Abu Hasdai (.171231 
Irtrid: 

Omar Ousrawi I.1515) 

Zarqa: 

Munapha Fayyoz (83031} 
Pharmacies: 


Abu Chaaleb 125290) 
Sal am (36730] 

Fayez (01627) 

Ja'fan (72679) 

Tadic 

.AjJour 123230) 

Khalid |23715| 
ShalBcd (21091) 

Rania (25095) 


BBC RADIO 


American Centre 

Briteh CounaJ 

French Cultural Centre ....... 

Goethe (rotnuie 

Sovici Cultural Cemrc .. ... 

Spanish Ctihura) Centre 

Hava Arts Centre 

Hieoeirt 1'outh Oh 

YWCA-.. .. 

Y.WMA. 

Amman Municipal Libron . . 
L'nKemity ol Jordan Libian _ 

CitadeJ Museum 

Folklore Mimiuti ... . 


Td. 4)520 

... ~ 3«I47-# 


JORDAN TELEV ISION 


5G0 Koran 
5:45 Cmocw 
o:H) Scardt and Rckuc 
6:40 Local propraramc 
7:10 Return u Peyton Place 
S:00 Now in Arabic 
8 JO Arabic venes 
9J0 Tourist Trip (Tunisia) 
10:15 Eisdiied 


oju French proCTamme 
7 f<) News in French 
TJti No*v m Hebrew 
S-_*0 Benson 

9:10 A hortonun riding bt 
New' in Eaglish 
JUtIS Eudiud 


Newsdesk 

Sounds thai Sold a Million 
Financial News; Reflection* 
News: 24 Hours 
Nature Nolcbcok 
Tte World Today 
Ncwsdesk 
Jazz for (he Asking 
News: 24 Hours 
i Young Music Makers 
i News; Reflections 
I News: British Press Revirw 
i The World Today 
) Financial News; Cnckct 
i Tom Mywi Request Show 
i Taken a: the Flood 
) John Peel 

i News; News about Brium 
i Take One 
) Fanning World 
t Radio Newsicd 
i Thiriy Minute Theatre 
> Sports Round-up 
J News: 24 Flours 


Genera) Willem Booth 
Report on Religion 
Off the Record 
Radio Newweel 
Outlook 

News: Commentary 

The Eloquent Masochist 

The Work) Today 

News; Book Choice 

The Life and Tunes, of the Orchestra 

> Sports Round-Up 

i News; News about Britain 
■ Radio Newsreel * 
l Top Twenty 
I Outlook 

i Stock Market Report 

> Report on Religion 
) News; 24 Hours 

I buo tile Eighties 
i Nerumk U.K. 
i Nature Notebook 
) Talknbout 

) News; The World Today 

> Book Choice; Fmanoal News 
) Reflections 

j Spans Round-up 
1 News; Commentary 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS (Amman) 

Ambulance (government k Td. 751 U 

Cool defena: rexue ... .. “ 24391-1 

Jordan Electric Power Co teroctgtrocy I " 3&3R1-2 

Muroapa) warer service (emetpency) - — " 37111-3 

Pci ice headquarterv — I . 39t4l 

Najtfch rtwtng patrol rescue police. I English 

spoken i 24 hours a day (or emergency . ... ' 2)111,37777 

Airport tnfbrmauon (.ALIA) — “ 55205 

Joritan Tdcvcjc-i .. — ... " 73111 

Radio. Engloh Section.- “ 74J24 

Firaoid. fire, pohee “ 19 

Fire headpEiners — " 22090 


CULTURAL CENTRES (Damascus) 


RADIO JORDAN 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


Ai Hanna Theatre _ 

.Tel. 226-448 





Bulgarian Cultural Centre 

- ■' 557-901 


... ■■ 333-932 




•* 222 -OH- 


... .... . “ 114-R54 


... •'"‘S-MO 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Urrona Art Galkrt,, 

Zahariya Public Library 

West (jennan Cultural Institute — 

“ 334-003 

“ 334-019 

-■ 111-318 

224-954 


Sign on 
Morning Show 
News Bulletin 
Morning Show 
News Headlines 
Morning Show 
50 Murine Theatre 
Signing off 

Srpi on and News Headlines 
Rjdbtbequ: 

News Summary 


Must 

French Music 
CoTwen Hour 
Ncw> Summary 
Em LaSumne 
OU Faroanc' 

1 DarU Coppcrficld 
RjJiodcque 
1 Nmiimran 
Pbv of the Week 
News BuSeun 
News Repons 
Si?n o? 


GMT 

(15:30 The Breakfast Show: 
06:50 News, pop music, 
fealures, hsenera. 
questions. 

17:U0 News Rounder 
reports, opinion, 
drill;, ses. 

17 JO Da:'dme 
IKXrt Special Engjkh: news, 
feature ~Spoe and. 
Man. - ' 

18:30 Now Mine USA 


-19)00 News Roundup: 
reportSiOptnion. 
ariolwek 

10 J0 VGA MjpHine: 
Americana, science, 
culture, letters. 

20:00 Special English', news 
20:15 Music USA (Juzz) 
21:00 VOA World Report 

22n» News, Correspondents 

report, background 
fearares. media 
comments, analyses. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
(Damascus) 


Ambulance (government . I — ~ 

Chamber of Commerce 

Beetrie Power Co. (repair) 

Fire headquanew — ™™., 

Information^, .. — , 

MimdpaJ water service., 


TcL 90 

118-339 

“ 223-8S7 

“ 1 

“ 95-97 

— “ 1 L3-500 
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Indira regains old seat 


as party sweeps polls 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 8 (Agencies) — Former 
“Premier Indira Gandhi today avenged her 
defeat in the 1977 general election by recap- 


turing her parliamentary seat in northern 
India, and led her party to a sweeping victory 
at the polls, seemingly headed for a two thirds 
majority in the lower house of parliament. 


The victory in Rue Bareli in 
Uttar Pradesh stale cave Mrs. 
Gandhi’s triumphant Congress (I j 
Party its 300th seal in ihe lower 
house (Lok Sabha) . 

She won by 140.000 votes, 
according to unofficial results. 

The former premier, about to 
form a new Indian government, 
yesterday won another seat in 
Medak in southern Andhra Prad- 
esh state by a massive 2I9JKHI 
votes. She will have to vacate one 
of the two seats where a by- 
election will be held. 

In a stunning reversal of the 
1971 defeat that ousted her from 
office. Mrs. Gandhi's party has 
won 314 of 43 0 seals decided so 
far. Her allies, including a regional 
party in Southern India and the 
Indian Muslim League, won 
another 21. 

Trailing in second place was 
caretaker Prime Minister Charun 
Singh's “Janata Secular" Party 
which won 37. 

The Janata (peoples' ) party, led 
by untouchable leader Jagjivan 
Ram. elected 26. 

Mr. Singh's coalition partner, 
the rump congress party, won 10 
seats. The Indian Communists and 
allies won 1 J seats between them 
and minor parties and inde- 
pendents the remaining 1 10. 

The public backlash against 
Janata was similar to the 1971 
turn against Mrs. Gandhi for her 
19 months of emergency rule. 

The tremendous lead which she 
built up in electoral returns was 
seen as a reaction to weak and 
wavering leadership of her suc- 
cessors. Messrs. Desai and Singh. 
Inflation, public disgust at feuding 
and a longing for stability fuelled 
support for the Indian states- 
womun, who wooed voters with 
slogans of giving "a government 
that works." 

In one of her first statements 
since victory became dear Mrs. 
Gandhi said today her country was 
against the Soviet military inter- 


vention in Afghanistan; but she 
criticised past American policy in 
the region. 

Mrs. Gandhi said in an inter- 
view with the French radio station 
Europe- 1 that the Soviet move“is 
a danger for us because we arc 
against any interference from 
abroad. “Bui at the same time it 
must be remembered that other 
countries have always sought to 
establish their presence and to 
further their interests in this reg- 
ion." sit id Mrs. Gandhi, fresh from 
her sweeping general election vic- 
tory. 

Asked if she was opposed to the 
Soviet intervention, she said: 
“Yes, we are against it." 


NEW DELHI. Jan. 9 (R> - 
Part} position in the Indian 
general elections for the 544- 
seut lower house (Lok Sabha I of 
parliament at midnight with 
471 seats declared: 

Congress <l) — 329. Lok Dal 
— 39, Janata — 29. Congress 
<U) — 10. CPI-W — 19. CPI — 
|9. Others 36. 


But she added that (he Ameri- 
cans had acted in a comparable 
way in the past. 

Asked if there was a possibility 
of dangerous "destabilisation** in 
the region, Mrs. Gandhi replied 
with a question: “Who created 
this destabilisation? It was the 
United Stales first of all.” 

Her interviewer asked whether 
she believed there was a danger of 
world war. Mrs. Gandhi said: “I 
do not know. That depends a great 
deal on America, and whafit is 
going to do. If it pushes too far, 
then perhaps ves, there will be a 
war.'* 

Was the Soviet Union respons- 
ible for the present tension in the 
region? “No, the responsibility is 
everybody's” the premier- 
designate said. 

Asked if India, which has a 
friendship treaty with Moscow, 
belonged politically to the Soviet 
bloc, Mrs. Gandhi said: “No. we 
hclong only to the Indian bloc." 

She" said her government would 
continue India's traditional policy 
of non-aiicnment. 



Patriotic Front protests 
alleged British violations 


Mrs. Gandhi greeting cheering supporters soon after her election 
seemed assured 


Shell kills 2 in Philippines 


ZAMBOANGA CITY. Philip- 
pines. Jan. 8 1 AP)— A misdirected 
Philippine army mortar shell 
landed in a refugee centre, killing 
two Muslim evacuees and wound- 


U.S. agrees to provide China 
with satellite ground station 


PEKING, Jan. 8 ( R)~The United 
States has agreed to provide China 
with a satellite ground receiving 
station, which could have military 
applications, a U.S. Defence 
Depan men t official said today. 

The announcement followed a 
meeting between U.S. Defence 
Secretary Harold Brown and 
China's senior Vice-Premier 
Deng Xiaoping attended also by 
Vice-Premier Geng Biao. 

VI r. Thomas B. Ross, assistant 
secretary of defence for public 
affairs, said in a statement: “Sec- 


Communist S.E. Asian states 
call for non-aggression pacts 



BANGKOK •. Jan. 8 
(Agencies)— The Communist 
Indochinese governments of Vie- 
tnam, Kampuchea and Laos 
proposed today the signing of 
non-aggression treaties with the 
non-Communist countries of 
Southeast Asia. 

A joint communique signed by 
the foreign ministers of the three 
nations and carried by the Vie- 
tnam News Agency , also offered 
to "discuss the" establishment of a 
Southeast Asian region of peace, 
independence, freedom, neutr- 
ality. stability and prosperity." 

Under the proposal. Vietnam. 
Kampuchea and Laos would sign 
bilateral non -aggression treaties 
with the non-Communist mem- 
bers of ASEAN— Thailand. 
Malaysia. Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines and Singapore— and with 
Burma. 

“The three countries reiterate 
their wish to establish long-term 
friendship and cooperation with 
other countries in Southeast Asia 
on the principles of mutual respect 
of independence, sovereignty, ter- 
ritorial integrity and political sys- 
tems.” the communique said. 

It said relations should be based 
on “non-use or threat to use force 
in their relations, non- 
interference in internal affairs and 
settlement of conflicts by negoti- 
ation." 

The communique, issued at the 
end of a meeting that honoured 
the one-year anniversary of the 
Heng Samrin government in 
Kampuchea, said that despite 
pressures from the United States 


and China, "nothing can change 
the situation in Cambodia (Kam- 
puchea 

It said “U.S. imperialism 
remains the principal enemy of 
humanity.” 

Meanwhile. Fighting flared 
again yesterday near the Thai 
border when two groups of Kam- 
puchean anti-government guer- 
rillas clashed north of the frontier 
town of Poipet, a Thai military 
spokesman said. 

This was the third reported 
clash in border areas in the past 
five days, forcing lens of 
thousands of Kampucheans to 
abandon refugee camps and flee 
to Thailand. 

A supreme command spokes- 
man said the clash took place yes- 
terday morning between Khmer 
Rouge forces loyal to the ousted 
Kampuchean government of Pol 
Pot and non-communist Khmer 
Serei (free khmei ) guerrillas, but 
he gave no details of the fighting. 

The Khmer Rouge and Khmer 
Serei are both fighting the 
Vielnamese-led forces of the 
Heng Samrin administration. 

Last Friday's attack, for which 
Khmer Serei leaders blamed the 
Khmer Rouge, caused more than 
200.000 Kampucheans to flee a 
refugee camp opposite the Thai 
border village of Nong Samct. 
Several people were Killed and 
about SO wounded. 

At least 10 people were 
reported killed in a neighbouring 
encampment Sunday in a second 
arrack. 


Secretary Harold Brown 
retarv Brown has advised Vicc- 
Preniier Geng Biao that ihe 
United States Is now prepared to 
provide the People’s Republic of 
China with a ground station cap- 
able of receiving information from 
a U.S. earth resources satellite 
known as Landsat-D." 

He said that although the 
Landsat-D system was designed 
for civilian use, “the ground sta- 
tion involves very advanced 
technology in tape recorders and 
computers which could have 
military applications." 

Mr. Ross said the Landsat-D 


satellite provided information 
useful for agriculture, exploration 
for oil. gas and minerals and for 
other scientific purposes. Dis- 
cussions on a Chinese request for 
the ground station had been 
underway since last January, he 
added. 

During his meeting with Vice- 
Premier Deng, Mr. Brown said he 
believed his visit so far had proven 
to he productive. the New China 
News Agency (NCNAJ stated. 

The meeting was held in the 
Great Kail of the People on the- 
third full day of Mr. Brown's 
week-long visit to China. 

Mr. Deng was quoted as saying 
China and the Ignited States 
“should do something in a down- 
to-earth way so a** 10 defend world 
peace against Soviet hege- 
mon ism.” 

The vice-premier accused the 
Soviet Union of being “the main 
source of a turbulent international 
situation and a threat to peace and 
security.” NCNA said. 

He also said he hoped the 
United States would strengthen its 
unity with western Europe. 

The two men discussed the 
Soviet military action in Afghanis- 
tan and its effect, the situation in 
Indochina, Sino-U.S. relations 
and other issues. 


ing seven, the military reported 
today. 

The report said the shell was 
fired Sunday, apparently from an 
outpost in Tipo-Tipo, in south- 
western Basiian across the Basiian 
Strait from this southern port city. 

It landed on a shelter housing 
about 1 00 people who fled fight- 
ing between government forces 
and Muslim -led insurrectionists in 
the area, the report said. Two per- 
sons died at the centre, and five of 
seven hospitalised in Zamboanga 
City last night were reported in 
serious condition. 

Basiian. SOU kilometres south 
of Manila, has been a stronghold 
of the More National Liberation 


Front during its seven-year rebel- 
lion for Islamic rule in 13 southern 


provinces. 

Fighting has continued through 
much of the South despite an inef- 
fectual three-year-old cease-fire, 
which generally broke down 10 
months after ii was signed. 


Rome airport 
temporarily shut 
down due to 
mysterious fire 


ROME. Jan. 8 (R)-Rome's 
Leonardo da Vinci airport was 
closed for more than an hour Inst 
night when fire mysteriously 
broke- out in a hangar, virtually 
destroying an Alitalia DC-9. 

Firemen used trueks to batter 
their way into the hangar after the 
giant doors failed to open elec- 
tronically. One fireman was 
slightly injured. 

A spokesman for Italy’s 
national airline said the wrecked 
plane was worth seven billion lire 
(58 million). 


MAPUTO, Mozambique, Jan. 8 
(AP)— Rhodesian nationalist 
guerrilla leaders Robert Mugabe 
and Joshua Nkomo protested 
today alleged violations of the 
Rhodesian cease-fire by British 
authorities. Mr. Mugabe 
threatened to “dishonour" the 
truce if the alleged violations don’t 
stop. 

■'Mr. Mugabe’s Zimbabwe Afri- 
can National • Union (ZANU) 
headquartered in the Mozam- 
bican capital, distributed copiesof 
a letter from the ZANU leader it 
said had been presented today in 
London to British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Mr. Mugabe's letter stopped 
short of actually renouncing the 
cease-fire: “We shall... refrain 
from taking hasty action on this 
matter." Bui it used strong lan- 
guage to protest what he called 
British “chicanery.” 

The letter's inference was that 
Mr. Mugabe might order his 
forces to leave cease-fire assembly 
camps inside Rhodesia and return 
to the bush to continue a seven- 
year-old guerrilla war that has cost 
more than 20,000 lives. 

The guerrillas and the Salisbury 
regime of Prime Minister Abel 
Muzorcwa signed the cease-fire 
accord at Lancaster House in 
London on Dec. 21, after 102 days 
of British-sponsored peace talks. 

The cease-fire, which began 1 1 
days ago. precedes fresh elections 
next month to give legal inde- 
pendence to the former rebel Brit- 
ish colony. In the interim, with the 
. acceptance of all sides. Britain 
has, again, become the colonial 
power in Rhodesia. 

Mr. Mugabe, who with 
Zambia-based Joshua Nkomo of 
the Zimbabwe African People's 
Union, is co-leader of the Patriotic 
From guerrilla alliance, referred 
to three specific complaints 
against the British. 

— South African troops guard- 
ing the bridge transport link at 
Rhodesia's southern border with 
South Africa haven’t been pulled 
out and, in fact, remain inside 
Rhodesia with the agreement of 
colonial Governor Lord Soumes. 
“We cannot at all accept the pre- 
sence of South African troops in 
our country as it is not only an act 
of aggression but also a violation 
of our agreement." Mr. Mugabe 
wrote. 

— Maintenance of law and order 
during the interim is supposed to 
be the work of the Rhodesia 
police, while Rhodesian armed 
forces stay near their bases and 
guerrillas remain in assembly 
ureas, he said. Mr. Mugabe 
described us a “flagrant violation” 
of the cease-fire accord a derision ■ 
by Lord Soames to allow 
Rhodesian army soldiers to leave 
their bases to assist police in 
enforcing law and order. 

-- Mr. Mugabe also said Lord 
Soames was allowing irregular 
forces loyal to Mr. Muzorewa to 


remain deployed, another alleged 
violation of the accord. These are 
groups of armed civilians, some 
ex-guerrillas, trained and armed 
to assist regular Rhodesian forces. 

•‘in the light of the above obser- 
vations,” wrote Mr. Mugabe to 
Mrs. Thatcher, “1 feel compelled 
to demand from your and other 
parties concerned that these vio- 
lations of the Lancaster House 
agreement must cease immedi- 
ately. 

“ if they continue, 1 shall regard 
my side and its forces us equally 
free to dishonour, in a similar way, 
the cease-fire agreement. We 
shall, however, refrain from tak- 
ing hasty action on this matter. 
“Arc we dealing with an honest 
government or not?" he asked the 
British leader. “Can we ever rely 


on the. word of your government? 

Where is the governor s sense of 
impartiality that Lord Carrington 
assured us we would get from 
Lord Soames?" Lord Carrington 
is the British foreign secretary. 

Mr. Mugabe concluded his let- 
ter, saying that the alleged vio- 
lations (pose a dangerous) threat 
to free and fair elections in 
Rhodesia. 

At his Lusaka headquarters. 
Mr. Nkomo told reporters today 
the use of Rhodesian army forces 
to help police was a serious abrog- 
ation of the Lancaster House 
agreement. By using such forces. 
Mr. Nkomo said. Lord Soaines“is 
inviting an exchange of fire and I 
appeal for the removal of this con- 
frontation 



British Governor Lord Soames with Australian members of the 
Commonwealth monitoring force (Gamma photo) 


Gold price drops, dollar firms 


LONDON, Jan. X (AP) - The 
price of gold fell on world bullion 
markets today as hurried dealers 
tried to agree on a stable price 
somewhere above $t>00 an ounce. 
The dollar steadied on foreign 
exchanges. “Things are busv and 
erratic this morning," said one 
London gold dealer. 

Gold opened in London at S630 
an ounce, after the metal closed in 
Hong Kong at S63 1 .58, down $22 
from Monday's $653.61 finish in 
the Asian confer. 

The same pattern was in evi- 
dence at Zurich, Europe's largest 
bullion mart, where gold opened 
at S630 and fell swiftly to $610 
before bouncing back’ to $6 IS 
mid- morning. 

Dealers cited indecision by 
investors on whether to buy or sell 
as the effects of last week’s frantic 
gold boom were assessed. 

Gold hit its all-time peak of 
$673.16 in Hong Kong on Mon- 
day after smashing through the 
500-doiIar barrier on world mar- 
kets Dec. 21 in the wake of Soviet 
military intervention in Afghanis- 
tan. 

President Carters decision to 
cut grain sales to the Russians and 
the continued hostage crisis in 
Iran added more reasons for 
Arabs and other major investors 
to flee paper currencies for gold 
and other precious metals. 

Silver, which hit a record $40 an 
ounce on Jan. 2, traded at $34.50 
today in London, down 3 dollars 
from late Monday but srill nearly 


double its value a month ago. 

The dollar was firmer but con- 
ditions were edgy. “Traders 
appear to have been taking very 
limited positions,” one dealer 
said. 

In Tokyo, a rumour that Soviet 
troops will pull out of Afghanistan 
helped the dollar recover after a 
sharp fall Monday and an early 
decline this morning. The dollar 
closed at 233.85 yen still frac- 
tionally below Monday’s closing 
233.90. 


Extremist gp. 
threatens to kill ' 
Malay leaders 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 8 (Rj - 
A Muslim extremist group calling 
itself the “Ayatollah Khomeini of 
Malaysia" has threatened to kill 
Malaysian leaders, according to a 
leader of the youth wing of the 
ruling United* Malays National 
Ogranisation (UMNO). 

Mr. Mohammed Essa Osman, 
religious affairs chairman of 
UMNO youth in Penang state, 
told reporters the group had dis- 
tributed a pamphlet in several 
northern states threatening the 
lives of the leaders and accusing 
them of being self-servers who 
encouraged moral decadence. 

Mr. Essa called on the police to 
take action against the group 
before its activities got out of 
hand. 


Where the Third World is first 


The facts and figures in a new UNICEF report on " The 
Situation of Children in the Developing World” paint a 
grim picture. But, as UNICEF itself says, the statistics are 
not everything. Anuradha Vittachi, of the New Inter- 
nationalist magazine, reports on some of the good things 
about childhood in the Third World which statistics can- 
not measure and which the industrialised world may have 
lost. 


N. Ireland negotiations 
falter on first day 


BELFAST, Jan. 8 (R) — Negoti- 
ations to bring Protestants "and 
Catholics together in Nonhem 
Ireland faltered yesterday only 
hours after getting under way . 

Britain set up the talks, the first 
peace initiative in its province for 
six years, with the aim or per- 
suading the two communities to 
work together in local gov- 
ernment. 

But soon after they began at 
Stormont Castle, site of the old 
Protestant-dominated Parliament 
of Northern Ireland, an argument 
broke out. 

The dispute was between the 
two key participants, Protestant 
Democratic Unionists led by the 
Reverend lan Paisley and the 
mainly Catholic Social and Demo- 
cratic Labour Party (SDLP) of 
John Hume. 

They have differing views on 
how they should link up and 
today’s conflict was over whether 
they should merely tabic their 
party policies or debate them 
straight away. 

The talks are scheduled to 


resume today and although pros- 
pects of success arc rated slim. Mr. 
Paisley told reporters he was not 
pessimistic. "The stumbling block 
seemed to he minor differences on 
how wc should proceed.” he said. 


3 policemen 
killed in Milan 


MILAN, Jan 8 (R)-Three 
policemen were shot dead in their 
patrol car early today in what 
appeared to be an urban guerrilla 
ambush, police said. 

The victims were travelling in 
the centre of this northern Italian 
city when a car carrying three 
youths pulled alongside. The 
youths opened fire, then drove off, 
police said. 

An anonymous telephone cuiJ 
said the killing was the work of the 
Red Brigades, the guerrillas who 
kidnapped and killed former pre- 
mier A Ido Moro in 19711. 


When Mother Teresa last vis- 
ited Britain, those who flocked to 
listen to the "Saint of the slums” 
were shocked to hear her sjy that 
the industrialised world has “a dif- 
ferent kind of poverty, a poverty 
of loneliness, of being 'unwanted, a 
poverty of spirit.” 

At about the same lime, five 
thousand miles away. Dr. Mostafa 
Kama! Tolba. Head of the U.N. 
Environment Programme in 
Nairobi, was making a statement 
about the International Year of 
the Child in which he said: “Over- 
development has led to a rupture 
of human relationships. The pres- 
sure on time caused hv earning 
money to buy what arc perceived 
as needs but which are really 
wants converted into needs by 
advertising, means that a man 
cannot spend half an hour to check 
up on a friend who is sick. Even- 
tually lie cannot even spend half 
an hour to check up on a father or 
■a sister or a son who needs him. I 
consider this inhuman. 

“Fortunately these tics arc still 
strong in the ■underdeveloped’ 
world," he continued. “The chil- 
dren w'ho are undernourished, 
who are not sheltered, w ho are not 
clothed, who cannot read, they at 
least have that single positive ele- 
ment of having been brought up in 
a society where human rela- 
tionships are still viable, where 
human beings consider them- 
selves as brothers and sisters, and 
where these ties still pull them 
together in times of need. My 
hope is that in the process of 
development, these values will not 
be lost us they have been almost 
lost in the industrialised nations 


today.” 

Meanwhile. Mr. Rafael Salas, 
Head of the U.N. Fund for Popu- 
lation Activities, was speaking on 
die same topic in New York. “The 
developed countries." he said, 
“have a lot to learn from the 
developing countries about 
values— and especially values 
iibnur children. Tliere is less 
human feeling among and for the 
children or the developed coun- 
tries than in the developing coun- 
tries.” 

Back in the United Kingdom, 
former prime minisier James Cal- 
laghan recently made a speech in 
which he lamented the “loss of 
fraiemitv” which seems to come 
with increasing prosperity. 

The idea that something has 
been lost, as well as gained, by the 
process of development and mod- 
ernisation should not lie allowed 
to sentimentalise the grim statis- 
tics about childhood in the Third 
World us ? ■;! out in the new report 
on “The Situation of Children in 
the Developing World,” recently 
released hy UNICEF. But statis- 
tics. like newspapers, find it dif- 
ficult to record what is good. 

The "facts" about the positive 
aspects of childhood in the 
developing world arc not to be 
found in government documents. 
But they can perhaps he glimpsed 
in the work of Third World writers 
who have recalled their own 
experiences of growing up: in 
Camara Layc'% “The African 
Child”; in Sahlc Selassie's “The 
Afersatu"; in Cheik Hamidou 
Kane's “The Ambiguous Adven- 
ture”; in George Lamming’s “In 
the Castle of mv Skin”: and in the 


work of Carlos Fuenles and many 
other African. Asian and Latin 
American writers and auto- 
hiogruphers. 

Perhaps the most obvious 
strand which runs through all 
these writings is the close and con- 
stant contact between children 
and their parents. The child in the 
rural areas is usually surrounded 
and supported not only by mother 
and father but often by grandpar- 
ents. aunts, uncles ami neigh- 
bours. 

By contrast, figures recently 
released in the United Slates show 


that there are now one million 
latch-key children who go home 
every day to an empty house, and 
that divorce rates have risen to a 
point where one child in every 
three bom in the United States in 
J 970s wiJJ spend at least some part 
of his or her childhood in a 
single-parent family. 

One force* which has put dis- 
tance between adults and children 
in the industrialised world is the 
changing nature of work. It is not 
normal in most villages of the 
Third World for mother and 
father to go miles away each day to 



Children of the Third World: rich in a different way? 


do incomprehensibly abstract 
work in offices, shuffling papers to 
make money mysteriously bloom 
in banks (telling the child* that he 
or she will understand “when you 
are older" ). Instead, the child secs 
mother and father, relatives and 
neighbours, working nearby— and 
often shares in that work, growing 
into it as his or her strength grows. 

A child growing up in such an 
environment leums and defines 
his or her role through real par- 
ticipation in the community's 
work: helping to dig or build, plant 
or water, tend to animals or look 
after babies, rather than through 
playing with water and sand in 
kindergarten, collecting for nature 
trays, building with construction 
toys, keeping pels or playing with 
dolls. 

Another "fact” which seeps 
through such writings is that chil- 
dren w ho live in the villages of the 
developing world often grow up 
with a less oppressive sense of 
space and time than their brothers 
and sisters in the indust rialiscd 
world. Set day s and times are lew 
and self-explanatory, dictated 
most often by the rhythm ol the 
seasons and ihe different jobs they 
bring. 

A child in the rich world, on the 
other hand, is presented with a 
wristwatch as one of the earliest 
symbols, of growing up. so that he 
or she can worry along with their 
parents about being late for 
school-times, mcai-limcs, bed- 
times, the times of TV show?*.... 

Small children are nor usually 
cooped up indoors, still less in 
high-rise apartments, and are not 
nagged about littering the “non- 
chikT* areas of the house with 
Joys. Instead of fcnced-off play 
areas and dangerous roads and 
“keep off the grass” signs and 
“Don't speak to strangers, " there 
is often a sense of freedom to 
wander and play in safety. Other 
adults in the community can usu- 
ally be counted upon to be caring 
and helpful, rather than indif- 
ferent.or threatening. 


In the childhood of all of the 
writers mentioned, contact with 
the environment was of a more 
direct and exhilarating kind than 
that experienced by most children 
in the industrialised world. 


George Lamming and Saliiv 
Selassie describe how they and the 
children of their villages roamci. 
freely in fields and woods, swam in 
rivers and seas, “slipping down 
wet muddy hillsides on bare hut-' 
locks" instead of down metal 
slides into concrete playgrounds 
and swimming in “the glory of the 
Caribbean sea which no swimming 
pool can match.” 

When Camara Lave re turns rn' 
the village from the city, he tells 
how he would have longed to "rid 
my self of those city clothes... I had; 
come to the country to run about, 
to piny, to scale look-out posts, 
and to lose myself in tile tall giav-, 
with the herds of cattle... and ol 
course I could not do any of these 
tilings without spoiling my pro- 1 
ciuus clothes.” 

Perhaps most crucial is the fac 
that childhood as described b; 
such Third World auto 
biographers does not seem to h- 
weighed down with worry a«v 
mental oppression, despite th 
physical hardships. One eveerp 
cannot encapsulate this divers' 
and elusive feeling. But perhap’ 
Mr. Lhvc'n description of a walk r 
the next village with his unct 
comes closest to the spirit whicj 
pervades these recollections: “H 
would take me by the hand, and) 
would walk beside him. He. out p 
consideration lor my oxlrcrr 
youth, would take much smaI J - 
steps. so that instead of taking r . 
hours to reach Tindican it wor • 
often take at least four. Bu*' 
scarcely used to notice how Ir - 
we were on the road, for ihr. 
were all kinds of wonderful thiil 
to entertain us on the way.” * c 

Does development and mc$:: 
emknion mean that this must j, =; 
traded for the anxiety which,*.- 
one industrialised country aln^r 
now sees fourteen tfiousag?* 
attempted suicides every ve«ir|-^j 
children under the age of 
and one child in five under ~ 
fcsxional psychiatric care? 


I 








